Deur Sol, l/l/91 

After v/e spoke last night, which had me thinking again of the past, I got a pH™* 
call from an old friend I'd not heard ftom a in more than two decades, and that got me 
to thinking hack then again, xt was on my mind when X awakened this morning, so much so 
Shat I thought it was 3 o'clock and not until I was dressed and about did I realise it 
was only a little after 2. But I was wide awake, my mind too much on the past, so after 
an unsuccessful effort to take a nap for an hour I go back to the pa&t again, to aspects 
I think may be foreign to young people today and to a time in our lives when Lil and I 
were not in touch with you and other of our old friends, when we farmed. 

I'm sure you rememberik Washington's Ottenberg bakery. It began as a family 
bakery and grew and succeeded by preserving some of that quality on a commercial scale. 

It supplied Washington' s better restaurants and all of the restaurants that were my o^sto— 
mers who, it happens, also became out friends. 

But that is not the way 1 met the former Ottenbergis driver who phoned last ngffi h 
night just as I was going to bed. I met Harry Shames because of the success of one of lil's 
uncles, one of her mother's brothers, Willie I*lyod Burdette. He and a younger brother, after 
World War I in which th.4 younger brother was a soldier, started a small country garage. They 
had a disagreement and the younger brother started his own garage business at the other 
end of the village of jfi^rsattsown, where we later farmed. The population of t$e village 
was aoout 100 but both succeeded. Will -KLyod, as he was called, also managed to get a 
fontiac agency despite what he could use as a show room that was so small two cars over- 
crowded it. I have no idea where they got the capital to construct the building, where no 
more than teo or three cars could be serviced at a time but they did. In about 1929, 

Will -KLoyd and his father, a Gestured ffmctey c entr y country carpenter who was anything 
but a man of means, started the Hyattstown Volunteer Hire Department. Somehow they build 
a rather large two— car garage and bought a second-hand Seagraves "pumper" engine from the 
^nsington fire department. It could carry only 75 gallons of water but it was an effecient 
pumper, useful in gettin^water from streams to put on fires or to supply other emgines. 

It had no cab and I got frost-bitten hands when as often happened I was the seoond man 
to respond to the alarm and the two~as of us left to fight the fire until others 
with other engines. Before we moved to Eyjattstown I was able to show Will Lloyd how to 
raise more money -we took no tax money and when others thought we should I offered the 
resolution not to because we could raise all we needed by voluntary help. What I did was 
put in a public-relations effort that attracted people to the annual carnival and Supper 
that were the major sources of finds. The first year of my effort we raised enough to 
bujjthe most modem engine in the area, one that carried 1 ,000 gallons of water to a fire, 
the second enoughi^t to buy a Cadillac ambulance, no less. In these ways apd in ^fathers 
Will ^loyd and I got to be good friends. ■ , 
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More on hot* it was. The neighborhood movie in Philadekptaia was about a half-mile 

U nd£Y'j 

away, on an avenue, which wa$ busies- street, with street cars running both ways on 
parallel sets oi tracks. They were the only real possibility of danger to careless or 
ioolish children. There were very cars and fewer trucks. Most hauling was by horse and 
wagon and when, as they sometimes did, the horses broke and ran, they made enough noise 
for noboay to get hurt. So, i was able to go theass before the Depress! oniatur day 


afternoons when there was a children's matinee. 100! There was^western usually staring 
William S. n art, Hoot Gibson, Srt Accord or other western stars I do not remember, a 
comedy a reel or about 10 minutes in length, a short newsreel and a^erial. They were 
bloody things. There really was a Pearl White and each reel ended as she was about to be 
doe in by the villians, either by feeding her into a saw mill, tying of chaining her to 
railroad tracks withjm onrushing train visible, or aoout to have her go over a waterfalls. 
4ho.se thrillers enchrwhen death was about to take the heroine. She was always saved the 
next Saturday . 

It was not unusual for film to ~tP ream in those days, it then had to be patched before 
showing was resumed. Light for the film was from arcing carbons and the projectionists 

Wat ° h theii closely or as they the space btween the arcs would get to 

aa& the picture would get pale. J?t took a good projectionist to switch from one projector 
to another imperceptibly, & t flu -d-W fuceJL,. 

Even in Wilmington, no luck town, I can remember movies beingjhhown in the streets 
at night, when it was dark enough. Hopes would suspend a sheets between the roojes and mz 
porches oi houses on opposite sides of the street and the film was projected onto the 
sheet. The first such movie I recall was a "Patty" Arbuc£Le comedy. He was a big star then 

out his career ended and x think he was jailed for rape or a similar cirne, perhaps against 
a juvenile. 

adl (Mte- 

But everyobdy loved the westerns, of which some -were rather good, not ‘ b* jobs. 

The tirst oi the spectacular movies I recall were Birth of a Hation and^en Hur. 

riy family was newest in this at u/Vfcry where we lived in Philadelphia. My paternal 
grandmother never leared to speak "nglish. That was not really uncommon and was not limited 
to Jews or eastern-Eutfopeans, although when ,we lived in Wilmington, rather, when we moved 
rhere, the only peoples I remember who did not speak any English were foies and Italians. 
Each preferred its own neighborhood. - lived on the edge of the Italian section and only 
a few blocks from the Polish section. ^ 

Ky father died when I was a^Eollege fseg^hman. Our Italian neighbors immediately 
treated me as a full-^frown man and head of family. I was imvited to their Saturday night 
get togethers, drinking and eating and talking and laughing. Two of those men Sypoke no 
English at all. One, named tfigliola, called himself "Fisher" and worked on a garbage truck. 
Volzone , who did not party with the others, also spoke no Wnglish. jfe raised a large 



family, somehow, dn the $10 a week gp got as a gardener for for one of the ByFeirts". 




: is oldest, Josephine, my age and in my class is school, remained a friend of my mother’s 

and visited her regularly until my mother died - at 92. 
pgr'T 1 

.die men feidngs would rotate homes so the costs and the work for the wives, who were 
then servants and no more, would be equally divided. 

They did not buy the drinks. They couldn't afford to. They made their own. Of these 
- 1 have the cleareast recollection of Volzone' s. He made a barrel of zinfandel each year. 

■$e had a number of barrels and he let them age a bit, under the cellar stairs, rolling them 
into place. Each barrel lasted him about a year. 


Despite the open and strongly- endorsed Mussolini fascism of the priest of the largest 

church in the area, father Tucker at St. ^r^cis^ s^,* there was never any vestige of any 

anti-Semitism from our beighbors. Father Tucker even made it an article of faith for his 

Italian women ( most of the teen did not usually go to church) to contribute their wedding 

£ 

rings to him for him to send to Mussolini for him to finance his invasion of Ethiopia. 

The Sons Of Italy were also proOHussolini . They had a mardhing band that r^farched 
through the entire area eachJP unday weather did not prohibit it while they played the 
more popular band tunes, 

There were soke Italian families not recent immigrants but most were. And until the 
^Depression, all had jobs, mostly at common labof but some more skilled, particularly as 
masons. 

How it was then?! was born in 1913. My father then had a fruit and vegetabke store, 
with some staple groceries next to the first school I atteneded, Claghom I. )Tt was kindeer- 
garten and about trwo, maybe three grades. Claghom II was four or five blocks to the 
east, the next step up. Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings I was strong enough to 
handle the deliveries, in bushel baskets and with a deliVery cart. The women loved it, 
a boy so young so willing and able, and well behaved. They gave me tips and I saved them 
all and my father started an account for me at his bank so I could be prepared to pay for 
college. Philadelphia had its own depression two tgrears before The Creat Depression of^ 
1929- It seems to have resulted from the city's sesqui-centennial celebration', It wrpsdTtes - 
out. I had something like $800 in the bank tnat closed and paid off nothing and all my 
father had he also never got back. He gave me the dime for my Saturday movie and I got 
a quarter f&r other expenses when 1 was at Claghorn II, to pay for pencils, pads, etc. 

(iH Wilmington I had no allowance until high school, when it Has at most $2.00 a week, for 
all expenses, including /unch, carfare, which - 1 - almost never used. 

I 

The money I d saved as a child was for those years a considerable sum. It then 
would, for exampl^f have paid for a fine automobile. 

automobiles reminds me: they had electric cars for women. These were more like 
carriages drawn by horses, with such wheels, that high, enclosed, and steered not with a 
wheel but as I recall with something like a boat's tiller. I may be wrong on that. These 
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electric cars got their pwoer from storage batteries, which did not last very Jong before 

having to be recharged. They also could move ^oniy rather slowly. 

When I was a boy in the heart of Philadelphia the family doctor came in a horse- 

drawn carriage. The hospital ambulances were^ except for their black painSf - and identifications, 

almost identical witi^ti^horse-drawn wagons used to deliver break, ice and milk. 0 n the 

cobble-stone streets th^ttambulances were a very rough ride. 

The only fire engines I remember before we moved to Wilmington were horse drawn. 

And did the sparks fly from their hooves as they charged down the streets, steal anri 

smoke pouring from the pumper at the same time. 

first trucks 1 remember were chain driven. The chains were open and could be 

very 4^/gerous. They were ^aeks, made in a suburb, Rdmore. The first trucks I remember 

delivered coal but usually the coal was delived in Tkurse|>clrawn a^te^that for the most 

part in my neighborhoos <5oul^ get close to the cellar widow^s. Wher*? they coild not get 

close enough to chute the coal down, it was carried to the chute in large canvas bags the 

delivery men loaded and dunped onto, the top of the chute. An entirely different world. 

hen the horses dropped manure, the woman would go out for it with coa j shovels and 

buckets and use it to freshen the soil in which they grew plants, ffo other fertilizer 

hue 

then. And although 1 reaall no stores that soid^ plants, all the women had them and shared 
them, giving each other cutting^4r ss^^ds or startej/i plants, Perns were considered stylinsh 
and were quite popular. &s were rubber plant:-, for those who had the space. They were usually 
gjjrwn in wooden buckets. Wooden buckets were used as containers for some food delivered to 
the grocery store. Qfiapes from Spain came^in^Sarrels , packed in cork. 4? a lted fish was 
always in wooden buckets. 

l/lp In reading and correcting this I am impressed by the ridiculousness of th^onceptd 

of security reflected in my farming and also my FOX A experiences. Xf I’d been any kind 

of spy a surely could have picked up a lot of information. Or done harm to important oeople. 

Note relating to 28i Before the advent of electric refrigeration country folk who could dug 

deep pits in which they stored cakes of ice cjjt from frozen streams in the winter time and 
q&l 

then diagged to those pits that usually were roofed over. Providing its oen ref rigeration ^ 
that ice last a long time. 
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Prom the time I was able to read I do not recall my mother reading to me. When she read 
the story from the evening paper, then the light went out. 

I do recall the house being wired for electricity qncjliow we got new light bulbs. 

My mother gave me the burned— out bulb and X went to the electric company’s neighborhood 
store, like a mom and pop grocery, with the quarter for which I got a new bulb. They must 
have reused parts, perhaps the base only. 

With the gas, when the gas stopped, with another quarter I went to the basement 
put it in the box by the front wall into which the gas came. A man came around every 
month and collected the quarters. 

I have a feeling that I went t$ into this earlier but on the <yhanc4l didn't I 
add that the street illumination also was by gas. There were cast-iron lamp posts 
with a glass cage at the top, right above crossbars for the lamp lighter to use to hold 
on while he lifted this glass cage and lit the gas mantle. Ho sued a ladder that he carried 
then and mornings4when he turned the lights off. 

When I was reminiscing with Dave he was interested in the Russian and Turkish 
baths called "The Schvits", meaning the sweat, by Jews. I da not tecall the difference 
between them and I do recall that they were nolt the first public bath houses in this 
country. When the Swedes landed in -Delaware thay had communal baths that men and women 
used at the same time. Net so in later years. My great-uncle Max Segal had tfce two with 
which I was most familiar, the first in one Jewish section, on Eighth Street near Girard 
*4*4 vue and the second on Dauphin Street near the part of Fairmont Park known as Straw- 


berry Mansion. The summer between high school, and college I had a job far from there, 
in Southwest Philadelphia, and when I could get the night watchman to come in early I'd 
go there, wash and be fed by my Aunt Segal, and then I'd walk to the concerts of the 
Philadelphis Orchestra at P's bin Hood Dell. After that the schvitzo There were staggered 
wooden benches against the wall, like in a sports stadium, and attendants who soaped 

lot 

men reclining on them frorn^ buckets of soapy water, with balsgm branches tied together, 
then hosed theft down with alternating hot and cold water. The higher the bench the hotter 
it was. The pores really did get cleaned! 

There was also a tiled small room in which it was extraordinarily hot. It was so 
hot one could not use the tiled seats without the insulation of a towelo There was also 
a summing pool. Uncle Max would wake me up in the morning in time for breakfast and then 
the long trip or more J’ifan an hour to work. Payment could include staying overnight, 
sleeping on cots in a dormitroy. I do not recall what the charge then was because I never 
paid it. Later, when I wai in Hew York, I'd often stay at a welD-knone schvitz, I think 
called The Luxor, and it then was J5»00, as I now recall. It was in central Manhattan. 

When talking with Dave, one of us mentioned Prefdent ^ oover. That reminded me that 
he also was a fan of our individual-sized chickens. The PultorjLewis* took some to 
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him in Hew Sork, as a gift, and he wrote us a letter of appreciation for them. 

Because I have a feeling that I have gone into these things I suspend. If I did 

not, I note that when we moved to Wilmington, when I could not have been more than 10 years 
old, if that old, I was allowed to go to the library alone. It was about 30 blocks away 

but a 60-block walk was nothing for children in those days. When it rained, before The 

Great depression of 1929. I could use the trolley. It was only 150 a round trip. Children 
then often used straps in carrying school books and I used to use that same strap when I 
went to the library. 

Pavotite book bags then were Amy surplus back bags of stout canvass. 

ks I now recall, when I w,s in college the charge for late return of a book was 
two cents a day. 

0 fife of the fto jobs I had in college when I was not working on the newspaper was 
in the library, from 7 to 10 at night. I was paid 300 and hour, had a long wlak to 
the main stere street, where I started hitchhiking the 12-14 miles home, with morning hitch- 
hiking for 8 0 o'clock classfp-.The bus cost 400 so J- never used it going home and 3,4most 
never mornings. Only if there was a test I darec^iot miss, and had not been ..able to get a 
ride before the bus came. 

The college library was between the men's and women's campuses. TJie women were allow- 
ed to go only to the library after 7 p.nu^ except on spec ial and rare occasions and they 
were required to be inside the dorms by 10 a.m. , enforced by guards. Really enforced, too. 
The parents of a highpschool classmate drove down one evening and took their daughter and 
a friend tk supper. The girls had not gotten permission and they were restricted for quite 
a few weeks. The father was a prominent man, president of a bank, but that made no dif- 
ference, the rules were enforced that strictly. 

^his reminds me of the sex education given freshmen. It was a motion picture that 
was really a horror story. St was so sickening that it was not uncommon for some of the 
boyt to vomit. There was nothing educational about it. But it was required’^ef' men' s college. 
It was limited to the mkst exaggerated and horrible pictures® of what was attributed to 
sexual activity. It turned stomachs but nothing else. 


Gn retiming briefly the early morning of the third day of the Iraq war, in reading 
and correcting I was reminded about a few other reflections of sk how things used to be. 

, When I was quite young and we lived in Philadelphia, a family day at Atlantic City. 

ftOc w.T (e>t # AerJ# ' 

was not at all costly but it sure took time. We'd get up early on a Sunday morning for the 
!\ 

hour-long trolley ride to the ferrbyboat docks on the Delaware River. Mys’ister and I were 

biTy* y 

small enough so there was no charge for us. For myjc parents it was 150 each way. T6e ferry 
to Camden, N.J., in thos days long before a bridge across the Delaware Raver, there about 
a mile wide, was either 50 or 100, I think the latter for adults. The ferry was to the 



railroad yards on the other side of the river, ho station, just tracks with some signs 
identifying where each train went, and they fanned out ovdr the entire Jersey ocean shore. 
On the train the conductor collected the fare, the SI .00 per adulj half -fare for child- 
ren undey 12. So it cost S3. 00 each way on the tailroad. Bath houses lined the boardwalk 


at Atlantic Oity. My family preferred Bershad's. The charge there was $0.50 for adults, 

I think halc/f or children. This included a bathing suit, towel, soap and locker and checking 
facitilites were available for valuables. After swimming a festaurant. I remember my 
first squab, at a hotel catering t& Jews, th^bne mh^ great-aunt Cecile (Zeesel) preferred^ 
tfae Ostend. It cost a dollar, for “he full meal, after the meal and until train time we’d 
walk along the boardwalk and usually visit with friends who done as we had done. At the 
end of the day, back to the railroad yards, again no station, to find the correct 
train for the return trip c 

When we moved to Wilmington we'd makefile same trip in the car of my mother's older 

brother, a successful grocer. He’d pick us up-we lkved on the other side of town- and we'd 

drive to the ferry slip for the hour-long trip to Penn's Grove, N.J. and then the drive 

of abpart an hour to the shore, as it was called. In those early days of autos and their tires 

it was not unusual to have to stop a half -do sen times to repair one. They had split-rim 

H- u,-*'*' / AW A^sYu^t-trt the u/keci 

wheels, and it was not easy aad^a dirtyjbtr>© remove the time from the Wheel, repaid" it 

Q 

with a cement and patch of rubber (sold in tibular kits/ costing ablut a dime) and hope 
that the delay did not cause us to miss the last ferry. One could miss it even if long 
before its scheduled departure if the lines were long. ^ 

When we lived in Philadelphia, cheap as that trip was by modem standards ,{"cost^r 
still represented enough to feed the family for a week. 


a running board and food and other things, like thermos jugs and bathing suits and towels, 

could be held this way on the running boards, ^o cars had truhcjflcs in those days. Where 

trunks now are is ■where spare tires were mounted. Often we’d breakfast on the way down 

to the shore or to nearer beaches on the Susquehanna Hiver JLust above where the Chese- 
b^cnVis, , 

peake Bah a^aswed. It would usually include hardboiled eggg, potato salad, anything that 


did not have to be cooked. Or require more than ^aper dishes. 

On the Atlantic City boardwalk there were shogps in which the famous salt-water taffy 
was made by large machines with ' amplike arrangementson which the taffy was tutned and 
stretched, in public view. I remember my first frozen custard from the late 1910s. It then 
was made much as it is today. 

Then and later, perhaps still tbday, Atlantic Oity had jitneys that ran routes 

like street cars and buses ran them. They were opaen cars with jump seats and they also 
made regular stops. They also stopped at earners where people were waiting for them. 





The fare per person was 100/ . The jitneys appeared to be privately owned. 

Atlantic City provided much entertainment over the ocean, on large and long piers. 
One was a large amusement park. I think it was called "Steplechase" and that there was 
another of the same name in New TYork City, at Island. One had more 

that one movie house on it. Another had theatricals and concerts. Bands were popular 
in those days . ^ iiciwin — (ar "Edward franco Goldman* s was the most popular. 

It was no uncommon in those days before air conditioning for people in the large 
cities, like Philadeljbhia , who could afford it, to rent houses for the season or for 
shorter periods, the man spending weekends with his family. I s^pnt one summer when I was 
about 12 as the baby-sitter for two cousins who had a house and two infants. 

I think it was Steel P^er (which appeared to be entirely of lumber, verji thi/k 
lumber, that featured a white horse that dove into the Atlantic Ocean off the deep, 
deep end of that pier. 

i:Mx These Jersey-shore train excursions were a bit out of the ordinary b&t -in-anr 

in those days railroad excursions were commonplace in the east at least. They featured 

special trips, special fares or both. It was nothing to see quite a few hundred of a 

1 

number of different offers hanging on nails or strings on the walls of the stations. Those 
I remember were rather narrow compared with their lengths. 

Train service in the east wqs remarkably good when I was a boy and until World 
War £1. They never varied as much as a full minute from the schedules except for unusual 
reasons, like very heavy snow or a delayed train ahead. And as young people £oday have 
no reason to know, they seemed to run everywhere. 



Footnotes 

1 . Howard Willems was a Department of Justice lawyer ranking third on the Commission* s 
staff and its liaison with the Department, his actual .employer. 

2. Edward Jay Epstein's "Inquest" had been his master's thesis at Cornell. It was based 
on interviews with the staff. It was critical of Waaren and Rankin, praised the FBI and 
thus was acceptable. Then and more since then Epstein reflected a strong right-wing bias. 

3. This meant, as I told him, that the Post would be reviewing those books reviewed in 
syndication, which would be discriminatory and unfair. Embarrassedly he agreed, "this is 
what happened. The Sunday "Book Week" section later had as its main review of an issue 
one by Richard Godwin of "Inquest" and later one of Mark Lane’s book. 

4 This reference to the lawyers iS intended to show only that they had missed the 

obvious, not to suggest that I was in any way superior. 

5. =That radio® station, now WGMS, was then WQ4W. Click published a series of exposes*^' 

I investigated ancMihea on Nazi cartels and their interference with out preparations. 

They were mostly or all placed in the Congressional Record. This work led, as is recorded 
in more detail in memos of not very long ago, in my becoming an unregistered British 
agent in economic warfare. Not registering was a crime but it was the Department of 
Justice which had suggested I contact the British so for practial purposes it was not 

a crime. I'd taken the same data to the department. 

6. This matter of t/)e Dies committee is in some detail in other relatively recent 
memos. 

7o We lived on our farm near Hyattstown, had no delivery, and picked the mail up 
at the country store, which was also t'b post office. 

8. T^ese ducks were known as Rouens, after the city in France around which mallards 
had been domesticated and bred to be much larger. One of mine had a sport of a topknot 
of colorful feathers dn the head and I bred that into the ducks that Ike, Francois, 

Mac Mathias and others raised and enjoyed, also Kwame Nkrumah when he was president of 
Ghana. 

9. These people were in the position of arguing that the Warren Report was correct 
because it said it was cotrect. They knew no tiling about the subject other than they had 
read in that Report. 

10. Felix Greene told me that when he returned from Viet Nam as it usually did with 
travellers, the CIA interviewed him. He did not resent being interviewed and he had no 
objections. u nly, Mee said, the 014 questioner did not know what to ask him so he posed 
the questions himself and then responded to the questions he'd ask that the JSI4 questioner 
did not ask. 

11. And as I state in an earlier memo, impossible as it, may seem, the reluctant system 
can be made to work. The Congress amended the FOIA in 1974 to open FBI, 014 and similar 
files over FBI dishonesty in the second of these suits, after I had taken it to the Sup- 
reme Court and lost there. 

12. In those days Dell had a box ad in newspapers every month listing its best sellers. 
For six months Whitewash was its only best-selling work of non-fiction. 

13 I now remember a strange one. When I stayed at the Fountainbleau Motel I once went 
to its restaurant and for the only time there did not take my attache case with me. When 
I next looked inside it there was a frame for holding film. I'd never had or borrowed one 
and until then had not seen that kind. One of Garrison's detectives identified it, for me. 

14 For those not familiar with the assassination material, Ferrie, who had died of a 
brain hemorrhage, had been charged as part of a conspiracy to kill JFK. 

15 In Oswald in New Orleans I quoted left-wing Italian sources as believe'that Shaw had 
intelligence connections and functions but if true this did not make him, party to any 
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conspiracy to assassinate the President. In a 1990 article published in the small 
British magazine, Lobster . Apthony Prewin, who checked out the British names in Shaw's 
addressbook, lists a number^close connections between Shaw and those exposed as spies 
in Britain or closely associated with them. 

16. To clarify this, the local phone company stated that nobody was at the switchboard 
and the time my phone went dead, the Baltimore office stated that the p^one comp.iay did 
have a crew there for that time. I do not know which Version is true but the direct 
contradiction about a single event recorded in company records is apparent. Why would 
either of these offices lie$? The presence of the work crew would have dicsouraged any 
intruder, or detected him, but it also placed men able to install, remove or service 
a tap in a position to do just that. 

n. For those not aware of it James Lari was is accused of assassinating Dr. Martin 
Luther Ling, j r . He is in jail proclaiming his innocence. FIJI records generally mask 
electonic surveillances by attributing the information obtained to a confidential source, 
usually described as one that had provided dependable information in the past. In records 
intended for distribution, even within the FBI, the reports are written in a manner to 
indicate a person rather than a tap or a bug is this unidentified source. One of the 
means by which the FBI obscures it bugs and taps is to file them in a file never searched 
to comply with requests for information, "66. Administrative Matters." 

18. With regard to Garrison's insistence that I return, see separate page. 

19. To a large degree I made a record of these false swearings, myself under oath and 
subject to prosecution if I was wrong because my affirmation then would have been per- 
jury. although the governemtfts lawyer was also the prosecutor, it was never able to place 
any such charge against me and it, particularly the FBI, would have loved to. In no 
instace was I not able to document my charges. The FBI and CIA in particular were well 

j, h i aware that the government would not charge itself and that the judges would not be per- 

r j / turbed. in fact, the firdt time I made such a charge the judge^ actually told Lesar and me 
' that we "could aatch more flies with honey." When we did not retreat he then said that we 
could be charged for making such allegations outside the courtroom, where all that is said 
is pretty much immune. Without even looking at me nesar rose and said we~a BSp* were prepared 
to walk outside and do just that. The judge dropped it. But he did rule against us. If there 
i 5 any Interest in tills all the transcripts I was able to buy and all th-o court records are 
filed by case number in the legal files. For those not aware of it, perjury is not merely 
lying in a lawsuit. The lying must be conscious and it must relate to what is material. 

20 The CIA had to let its people involved in its "Public Affairs Staff" go at the time 
of Watergate because of some of their involvements that were exposed, or maybe it was as 
x now think it was, exposed in the hearings of the Church committee of the Senate which did 
investigate improper domestic intelligence. it did not expose Bublic Affairs °taff per se. 

The man who seemed to be in charge was named ■“arold Ober, his assistant Jeanne Davis. They 
and others were merely shifted to the largest of all spookeries, The National Security Agency 

21. Paul is now retired. His father was one ^of/the movie pioneers, also in the pro- 
diction end. What after much effort and an ensrmus amount of time I was able to get of the 
FBI's records on me, and the existence of many more is established in the appeals I filed 
that were ignored, are preserved as I received them but I made duplicate copies of some 
and filed them in the "subject file." 

22. T^ese records, too, are filed as I received them. But of some of these I also made 
copies for the subject file. They are under the names of the media and its employees and 
also under Martha DeLoach, the assistant to the Director who was in charge of it, through 
his "Grime Records" division. These kinds of records are tiled as "Research Matters," File 
Classification 94. Two glaring ins tahce# that come to mind are the Washington Star, which 
it as%:cL very effectively in its anti-critic propaganda, and the Washington Post, which it 
talked out of editorial support for the -residential Commission within a few hours of iihe. 
time the FBI itself got its copy of the Acting attorney ^eneral^s recommendation of it 
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to the ^hite House. Some is filed under "leaks" in the FBI files, mine. Its most effective 
leak dominated what the Warren Commission could dare do. See the Commission's executive 
session transcript for 12/5/63, in the Warren c'ommision file, not published, and one of 
those - did publish. Post Mortem pp 475 ff . 

_ J-n t^ie King case it got ^ ereniah O'Leary , then on the Washington Star, to write an 
article for the mass-circulation Headers Digest. It provided him with al^fche information 
he used and he agreed for the FBI to edit it. (His admission that the FBI did provide 
all his information and of his ^ub/itteng the article to it before publication is in the 
^riters" part of my working Kig file, put together for another book partly written, The 
ing fconpsiracies. O’Leary rendered such service for the FBI and the CIA with regularity 
and in return was favored with many leaks. 

24. One of the most vicious was telling the White House that my wife and I annually 
^ celebrated the Russian Revolution with an outing for 35 strangers at our home. This 
was and the FBI knew it w§s false. Earlier, at our farm, right after the Jewish high 
holidays, the Jewish Welfare Board brought Washington area service personnel and their 
families up for a picnic and for the kids to play with the animals, feed the and 
gather eggs, see eggs hatch and play with the juStLhatched chicks. There was never 
anything else that could be contorted into this. It had the desired effect at the Whote 
f&iasesz House. Another is the also false report that I had a personal relationship with 
a Russian national in the UbSR's embassy and still another is that someone from that 
embassy visited me. These are worse than contortions. They are complete fabrications. 

25 He worked for the Camuses while he held his FBI job, working for them on his own 
time. 


26. Among the probable cause^of this hysteria the fact^that Hoove'r had publicly called 
Kjng the biggest liar in the country; that it had waged a not entirely secret campaign 
against him that included leaking prejudicial information and misinformation to the media; 
that it had tried to wreck his marriage; and that it had even tried to persuade him to 
kill himself. xt did the latter by selecting excerpts from its many tape recordings of 

his phone conversation, splicing them together to make an ugly story, compsing a nasty 
letter to go with it, pretendedly anonymously, and, with care that thereto no finger- 
print on either the recording or the letter, having a Washington lawyer, Lish Wilson, 
fl^y to Tampa, FL and mail them from there. Ht hb.i{ n cut ffii q 

27. Dtoner then was head of the very small Rational States xArty. Later he was convicted 
when charged with the bombing of a Birmingham, Alabama black churcl/that killed four little 
gXjEifcs girls .The iBI penetrate^ the ‘tohn iiay defense with at leaat two symbol informers. A 
|gmbol informer is one who served a probation, whose employment was approved by FBIHW 

an who is identified by a symbol instead of a name dxcept where there is a need for 
others in the 1*31 to know his name. The symbol consists of the two letters by which inter- 
nally the 1BI identifies the fil&d office, a number and additional letters that identify 
the nature of his informing, C for criminal,?^ for political, etc. 

28. The proposal was approved by the FBI's Legal Counsel Division a n d bucked, with 
approval of all who read it, up to toover, who also approved it. The Legal Counsel Duvision, 
covering itself, did say tliat the government could to sued if they were caught and that 

it would probably have to pay damages, being guilty. It had formally requested the required 
permission of the then attroney general, Ramsey §lark , who would not give it permission. 

As soon as Ray was captured Hoover signed an indicant letter to Clark withdrawing the 
requests for permission. To to certain I did not forget it earlier, it did tap Jerry 
toy's phone converse tic^wwith me, under the Springfield Office, after it withdrew this 
request, fhere is no other way it could have learned what those reports I have state. As 
a result 1 am filed in at least six FBI "bank robbery" files, for I have copies from six, 
or perhaps some cite some of the six, for all the world as though I were suspected of 
complicity of robbing a bank. The FBI hid these records in bank-robbery files because it 

^soectcd thattheRay brothers had robbed banks to finance James.lt was careful to keep 
b ■‘ting assassination files. * 


tern out or its 
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29. Kothdrm^. told me h# hsd a round-trip ticket in mj i name at the Delta desk at the 
Airport, would have someone pick ne up at £ove Field, to meet him at the statue of the 
Texas Hanger, and that he had a hotel room for me, I thanked him and declined all but the 
plane ticket. I stayed with Matt Herron and John Pilger, a young and much-honored British 
reporter, and helped them with an anniversary story for John's paper. Matt was his photo- 
grapher. I was on my way home from my last trip to California at the beginning of which 

I became aware of a dental problem my dentist later told me was pyorrhea as sooij&s I could 
see him after my 30-day absence. After the Steele interview Matt took me to his dentist, 
who was about to pull mi^four middle lower teeth when he decxed that would dela&ms 
fishing and maybe I'd be better off having them extracted when I was home. Fortunately! ! 
Because 22 years later I still have those teeth. This trip froty Balias to New Orleans is 
the second vsm ti©e my luggage was intercepted wheih I was going to JJjpew Orleans. 

30. Turner egged Garrison on in Garrison's wildest notions, fortified them when they 
were silly and, like Garrison, also a former FBI agent, he said, used the work of i^hers 
as his own, including in several books. 

31. I’d discovered that the National Archives had a film made of the footage of a 
number of Dallas amateurs, then 8mm, before the advent of Super 8 film for home-movie 
camera fans. It had been given itecdaTTo the Archives by Wolper Productions, I suspect 
not J'roia afotriotism but on the chance of exploiting that desposit in the distribution 

of wh a t the schdhlzy film Wolpe_r made from that of a number of amateurs who for purposes 
of exploiting their footage formed "Balias Cinema Associations." A Mrs. Gewirtz ran it 
and a German said to have photographic experience, Rudy Brenk, condensed all the footage 
into the single reel of schmalz. I suggested to Sprague that he look these people up and 
he did and they were cooperiive. The only useful footage was in the outtakes, what Drank 
had considered valueless. With leads from these people and official records and from 
one person remember another Sprague compiled a rather impressive list of still and motion 
pictures entirely ignored by the FBI. Some of those people let him have prints of their film. 

32. I had everything on paper in part as a record, in part because I stayed awqy from 
Garrison and in part so Ivon and Scin£bra would not have to remember what #'d tell them. 

I now am not certain but it is possible that on occasion I did not have time to 

xeroxes because that maent driving into the office to use the machine and in part because 
i von and/of Scimabra needed it immediately. 

33. One of the assigned investigators was a pAice lieutenant named Comstock. As soon 
as it was possible after Garrison developed his interest in Ferrie, a lead he got from 
Whitewash or Whitewash II or from a character named Jack Martin or both, his investigators 
did a "bag job" on Ferrie 's apartment. It happened that ^errie had a lawyer friend, G. 

Wjtey Bill, who was one of MSfia u hieftain Carlos Marcello's lawyer in the immigration 
case pushed by Robert Kennedy as attorney general. Gill had recommended to the late 
Jao&tWasserman, of Washington, the eminent immigration lawyer Marcello had engaged, that 
they hire Ferrie as investigator. Wasserman agreed. The police raai^j-ef some of Ferrie *s 
papers included some involved in the . Marcello dfense . Comstock took them to the New Or lens 
FBI. When Garrison needed them there was turmoil in the FBI office because it had given % 
those Ferrie records to the doited States attorney. I remember the consternation but not 
the details, other than that they were returned to Comstock in time and Garrison never 
knew of it. S^got those records in the FGIA lawsuit, CA78-0420. Other of those FOIA dis- 
closures, while omitting names, are specific in stating that the FBI's information came 
from Garrison's office. 

34. Pena Nones, the most paranoid of the paranoic^crticisj^, in his Midlothian Mirror, 
circulation not quite 1 ,000 a week, denouced Ssijladn^ia and me as CIA agents intent on 
wrecking garrison's invetigation. 

35. ihis concept of a democratic society, of secrecy in the midst of great controversy 
over an issue of considerable public interest, was the brain child of LBJ’s intellectual 
in residence, Professor John P. Roche. When he was no longer in the White House and was 
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free to pontificate in his newsppaer column, Roche took credit for the idea. 

% s column is in my file under his name. Both reports are printed in facsimie in Post 
Mortem, along with my analyses of both. 

36. Until now I'd not given it any thought but I suppose that for the most part the 
day-to-day operations of the office were handled by Ward because Garrison was so in- 
volved in his IJI’K assassination shenanigans that he could not have had time to really 
administer his office. Ward seemed to have very little, if anything, to do with the Shaw 
case or ahy of these other adventures that kept Garrison busy. 

37. &ioek alcock, who ranked Bertel, told him to take those reports to me. I made a 
xerox in the doming and returned them. She office is at Tulane and Bcfrad. 

38. By working away at the reports I mean writing an analysis of them, beginning with 
that of the panel appointed by Attorney General Ramsey Clark, as directed by the White 
“ouse persuant to John P. Roche's idea. I use an electrict typewriter for the first time 
then and it was at table rather than typeriter height, which made it awk^jrd. 

39. There is a large mental hospital at Jackson. I'd been there to interview Godfrey 

Kirkpatrick, accompanied by the young noman, Dione, on Julj 4, 1968. I made no effort to 
check out the story that Garrison put on through highly credible witnesses, that Oswald 
was there, accompanied by Shaw, seeking a job there. Godfrey's Marge, whose 

* front door in the Garden District of New Orleans? was my thoughtful hostess for two or 
three weeks. She had a large, three-storey house and a cornier lot that, save for the 
slave quarters, wqs a patio, fenced in. She had the slave quarters rebuilt, air conditioned, 
and they were the best accomodations I ever had in New Orleans. She made the offer when I 
first questioned her about her son, who had escaped the Mandeville mental hospital, it was 
said, to kill Garrison. He did have an automatic postol but he made no attemtp on Garrsion. 

He beat his mother up instead. 

* I omitted what was on the front door, a bumper-sticker, "Register Communists, Hot Guns." 

40. This illustrates Garrison's wierd idea of how to investigate, with a staff of 
trained IMS ' and experienced detectives to do the investigating. #e had Shaw charged and 
never investigated Shaw at all. Garrison believed that Shaw was associated with a Coionel 
Bloomfield who had intelligence connections and itj# was known that Bloomfield was handling 
the renatlas because it happened that one of the men I interviewed was phtographed the 
time Oswald picketed the UN builidng by WL*TV, a still picture from that motion picture 
having been printed by the Warren Commission as an exhibit. In connection withihis, and I 
think because he also was in that picture, the FBI questioned a manager of the Roosevelt 
Hotel, Nick Palmissano, if I remember the name correctly, and the Commission published the 
report on that interview. Wii^t these things to link in his mind, he ignored them all. In 
addition, although he was unaware of it until I told him. Garrison had another interest 
that tied in, another intelligence interest. William George Gaufiet, publisher of Latin 
American Reports and, according to what he told the FBI, also connected with the CIA, was 

in line next to Oswald when they got their Mexican visas. Gaudet, as I learned when I checked 
the 1963 city diredtory, had a suite of three offices in the ITM bhilding. Garrison's in- 
terest in baudet, as with so much else, was, it seems, only a theorizing and talking in- 
terest. It did not extend to anything that could be called investigating. Any real investi- 
gation would have disclosed what within a short time, the time of the Watergate scandal, 
would have been quite provocative. This small publication, Satin American Deports, had the 
same address in several cities as The Mullen Agency, which was CIA and in which E. Howard 
jjftint worked. Contrary to CIA Director Helms' false testimony, Hunt worked for Mullen while 
he was still a CIA agent. He used the Mullen office as his office. He ha d other involvements 
there that I do not now go into. Ify po|nt here is that u arrison had neither a notion how nor 
ary intent to really investigate either his Shaw case or his many theories. Details not in- 
cluded here are in my Watergate file. 
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41. Jaffe later seemed to have made a success of public relations. If I remember cor- 
rectly, Hugh Hefner, of Playboy, wq,s a Hollywood clieM of Jaffe ' s 

42. Iffive not heard of any federal agencies o their than intelligence that do not permit 
their employees to tell anyone where they work. Qt worked, which can make a problem in 
job seeking after working for an intelligence agency. TJie suggestion in what follows is 
&hat she and the psychologist with here were sounting, looking for recruits. 

4? Whitewash, the first book on the Warren Report, devoted much attention to Andrews' 
testimony. 

44. I do not want to dignify this absurdity but tl indicates how when Lifton, like 
Garrison, got a theory, fact was no deterrent, I note that at the time of the assassina- 
tion Deley Plaza USt-was full of mourning people even at night, so there was no possi- 
bility of removing anything like a tree unseen. Moreover, many pictures were taken, as 

he knew, and no tree had disappeared mysteriously. Wjjat he did not explosre and I did, was 
the possibility of the use of the existing sdwers. I have before-n£d-after blueprints 
of them but perhaps not npw complete because I loaned them to Mrst Lilian Eastellano, 
an associate of Lifton' s and of many other critics. These show the sewer lines and perhaps 
utilities before all the grading for the firiple Underpass and after it was constructed. 

They reflect the existence, as of the time of the assassintion, of a large sewer inlet bi&Afc 
ned in g the picket fence of the north grassy knoll and of another not far from it nng 
the eastern edge of the wide expanse of railroad tracks. I have also a set of pictures 
including some of this taken for me by A1 Chapman, a critic of the right, reportedly 
also of We KKK, although a have no personal knowledge of that. Thejjquare inlet behind 
the picket fense is close by an apparent repair in that fence, conc^rete seeming to have 
replaced the wood at the bottom of tfce fence. It also appears that there had been a 
gate in the fence farthur toward the west, or closer to the tracks, that was at some un- 
known time scabbed over with S 2x4 lumber so that it could not be opened. Whether or not 
the sewers, the dimension of which made it possible, for an assassin to escape, the square 
inlet could easily have accomodated a man of" df his rifle if he elected to hide it. I do not 
know how Chapman was able to accomplish it but he was also able to take pictures for me 
from inside jail cells in the Courts building. 

45. My source on this had first-person knowledge. My neighbor. Dr. Russell Madison, was 
then assigned to the Navy hospital in a research capacity. He customarily left at night 
through the gate Lifton says was used because it wad much closer to his home. He saw 

that there was no guaifcfif as there always was, and he cbuld not use that gate that night 
because it was locked. 

46. The report is in facsimile in Post Mortem, pp„ 532ff. The same paragraph can be in- 
terpreted as stating that the corpse was in the casket in which it left Dallas, although 
this is not beyond question. The language is Relating to the casket identifies it "as the 
one in which it had been transported." In hadling the casket had been slightly damaged, 
a piece breaking off. The p^ieces was preserved and this also appears in official 
reports, albeit not in Lifton 1 s theory. The accidental breakage serves as a positive 
identifier. 

47. I've kept the FBI and other records as I got them but have a small, relatively, 
selection of some in the "subject" file. It includes what this refers to. The FBI tried 
to paint us all red and this particular fabrication was that each year my wife and I 
Celebrated the Russian revolution with an outing for about 35 dtrangers at our home. We 
then farmed and I could not recall what in the world they could have had in mind for this 
frbriaction. (Which had the intended effect! LBJ and his White #ouse had no further interest 
in the authors of critical books or in their content.) Hy wife finally fingured the only 
thing it could be. Each year, after the Jewish high holidays, which are always well before 
the Russian revolution, a friend with the Jewish Welfare Board brought Washington area 
service personnel and their families up for a picnic. The kids played with just-htached 
chicks, saw other chicks hatching, gathered eggs, etc. The FBI also avoided mention of our 
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farm and. farming* Which it knew well from our successful suit against the government 
for damages to our poulyry from low-Ilying helicopters. The FBI did the investigating 
Cor the government. That suit, by the way, in federal district court in Baltimore, 
established a basic precedent - the property owner's ownership of the air space about 
his property to the degree necessaary to enjoy the Constitution right to own enjoy 
property. It was and may still be a basic suit in noise litigation. 

48. Tht^EBI oioture, not given to the Warren Commission, makes it apparent that the 
damage to the collar and tie were not anej could not have been caused by a bullet. But that 
abating bullet and nothing else caused that damage is essential to qll official solu- 
txons. (The FBI qnd Secret Service ignore the so-called "missed" shot bjit their solu- 
tuons require this damage to have been done by an exiting bullet, too.) 

49. Thompson had two different versions of the one book as it relates to conspiracy, 
the one published as a book by Bernard Geis and the other as he wrote it to suit the 
requirements of the old Saturday Eevening Post, when it was a weekly with an enotmous 
circulation. In the condensation for the Post he has three coinciding but independent 
conspiracies. For which he got about $5,000, a rattier tidy sum in those days, plus the 
attention to and publicity for the book. He wqs then a philosophy professor at Eaverford 
College, one of the better smaller ones, near Philadelphia, ^e quit teaching, moved to 
San Francisco , and became a private eye, about which he also has written. 

O/it n . s / 

50. O&ee of t^e less overwhelmed, less gullible student told me that at his college 
•Caftfe did everything with the micrkophone with his ^lvis-like body manipulations 

except have se^ with it. He made changes in Hush to Judgement to crib from Epstein and 
me and with the book already set in type he had to eliminate part of the appendix and 
use text in the appendix! But he also wanted it believed that he had done all the original 
work, that he owned the subject. 

51. I can't now ( 1/3/91 ) remember all the phony clasifications the FBI used for records 
relating to me. In reading this I did remember that I'm in more than the six bank-robbery 
files of which I have copies and/or a record in the FBI's *tLng assassination records! Those 
of which I have copies leave it without question that although the FBI had been denied 
permission to tap Hay-family phones it did in fact have a tap on Jerry Ray's phone call /v 
'te mde from Springffield, Ili^ Jerry McNight may go into some of this in his book on 

the Poor Peoples Campaign. 

52. I put copies of some of these records before a court in FOIA litigation but the 
FBI succeeded in lying and stonewalling to frustrate farther disclosures. One Lod Angeles 
record sent to Balias listed separately files on all the critics mentioned by an informer. 
Dallas succeeded in withholding its copies before that fink of a judge, ^ohn Dewis Smith, 
in CA 78-0322 in which its perjury was less inhibited than in any of the many suits in 
which false swearing was standard FBI practise, as I documented in each suit by placing my- 
self subject to perjury charges if I erred. As recorded in other recollections, in San 
Francisco an FBI symbol informer tried to ruin sales of my second book by red-baiting me 

on a call-in radio talk show. His intrusion bpd he exact opposite of its intended effect, 
as had the New York FBI’s intrusion into my appearance on a TV show, both creating greater 
interest and many book sales. 

53. I remember this one very well because I was in Chicago taping a TV show that in- 
cluded, among others:, Elmer ^ertz, one of Jack Ruby’s lawyers, and I spent some time with 
him and his wife before the taping began. He went to the studio from Ruby’s funeral. There 
was a blizzard that day, the plane to Washington was two hours late leaving, pad it was 
the roughest ride I’d had until then, along with the best Chicken Kiev, I can recall, some 
of it deposited on the vest sweater I was waering, and after all of thft 1 got to WWDC’s 
studio only to find Schiller not there. 

54. He had me saying that Sylvia had cribbed from me in her book-which was not yet out 
and I’d never seen in manuscript. 

55. In a separate file drawer so marked. I’d planned a book on the non-publishing history. 
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with the tentative title Dick Daring in the Hellbox; or ibw I Got %ch in Six Months! One 
editor told me, after reading the manuscript, that I'd be a rich man in months, the 
book would be that great a success* '* 

56 
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When he was apmjated to rep^s^t ^^ Zjaland at the IM, o T when he was head of 
something there and they lived in 11 ew York, I left five dozen double-yolked eggs, the 
largest I had, at the ^embassy each week and they were hand-delivered to the family in 
Sew York, whence Came Jfcferlhonthly checks <> 

tors. Julies saw me delivering to her hairdresser, a French woman on Connecticut 
Ave above Dupont Circle, asked about me and theh her social secretary phoned and they 
became customers. Her cook and the butler were married and they’d talk to me. Even give 
me a shot of his favorite. Old Overholt, when the weather was nasty or I looked tired. 

I got to know Dulles's comings and goings from the weekly phone calls, on Tuesdays. O n ce 
when Mrs. ^ulles gave a party for Mamie Eisenhower, Mamie was so pleased with the bjrds £ 
that she went Sown to the kitchen to ask the cook where she got them. The cook and butler 
told me. That led to an incident for which I digress even, further. 

- meantioned this to the manager of our feed cooperative^and he said that it was 
strange that the "president's wife coulcTiii have what the President couldn't, and why did 
.J not use his phone and call ‘“'ampj^avid, which was only a few miies away , and offer some 
for Ike, I did, and the phone operator insisted there was no phone there. I argued, saying 
t|jere certainly had be, she asked whefe I was calling from, I told her, and she said 
I’d be called back. I was-by the Secret Service! it feared some kind of foul plojT. (Hot a 
deliberate pun^ So, I said I’d had no intention of causing any incident, told the story 
about Mamie's enjoyment, and said if that meant any kind if flap, to just forget it. 

But the Secret Service did not forget. After a while I had a phone call from the man 
■who ran the Ijb-hite House establishment, named West, who later wrote a book, an he asked if 
he could accept my offer in an hour or so when he'd be gibing up to Camp tJavid. In about 
an hour there he was in a carryall, with a crew of Navy 


IPhilippino cooks. I've for- 
gotten some of the dt^details, but $3jce liked to cook, he liked some of Mil's recipes and 
Ujirote her about that and once West told me of something he'd liked that Ike would write 

me about when he got back to town, I think from San jfifancisco. We have that fj/S. letter some- 
where ^ a- ■'ifaur' fat# .'L&cwt' S vxAmc-£, acjJW*y y 



ive 


friendly, when I'd deliver them. Only that day I was so much troubled by lower-back pain 

I feared driving ouif^uck. °o Mil's mother drove us up. I had the crate of ducks in the 
y C'H » Sr" 

trunk of her car. A nephew now a grandfather was with us, Ike's farm was just south of 

CettysbrGg, almost opposite the park$ of the battlefield, and little off the road, on 

the west side. The gate, a fli ms y .metal one, aluminum slatsT-a guess-, with the Southeen 
S&WUl. “jhthM+V' 

State name on it, was wide open.. I waited there for a while and when nobody came I smarted, 
or rather mom smarted, to drive in. The^ licketysplit a jeep rushed down to us, demad£ing 
to $now what vefcl we intended. I showed the agent the ducks in the trunk and was trying to 
persuade him to phone West when West appeared. We followed him to the beautiful i^Ld stone 



'^ar^ouse, stpped behind him, and he explained we had to be careful not to set the alarms 
off. life could see the pond to the west of the house and we bilked down therfe. West held one 
side of ths^crate , I the other, and we wandered left naa right as he took us through the 
field of alarms to the pond. We satibca stood ^nd watched for a while as the ducks explored 
this new place o knd talked a bit. X saw a number of Canadian geese, all females. So, I 
finally asked him what Ike was doing with a flock of females and no males 

"We had a male," West told me, "only it got stolen!" y 

I'o apcpr <eiate this you have to kno«*’that geese are among the world's best watchdogs. 
And they were stolen, with all that security! 

(.Back to the Forum of the ■‘•welve Caesars and once when I was there . and Joe ^aum 

T. ip ■€» t vhi»us -Aa his ooofr b acres j 

sat me withvj lm -oeard and others for lunch. Til and x knew Beard, from the chicken-jcooking 

contests. Unce when x drove him from one place to another he was so heavy the right side 

of the car could be felt and seen Jping lower. Baum asked me if I could get and raise Homan 

geese for them. I said I’d try. Jt took a long time, they are that rare, to locate some 

for breeding. -? did, in Canada, got the eggs and hatched them and then started raising 

geese for meat from then. Jjy then Baum had lost his interest in serving real jPoman geese 

on his real Homan menu.) 

We were on the road from Washington to ^amp David and once in a while West stopped 
off. $e told us that Ike enjoyed watching those ducks. 

But I never got clearance to serve the Hftite xl ouse and it cost me the ■ u ulleses 
as a customer beause unannounced a pair of city-boy Secret Service agents stopped off for 
an inspection, it was toward the end of a -Saturday afterhoon. A. friend who was a carpenter 
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had come that afternoon to hegp me with sora^ Construction when 1 saw the unmarked 

car stop and then til starting toward me, I returbed to the house as I was, covered with 

“This aqsnf . 

sawdust and with boots coated with chicken manure, thoughtathat was unclean for farning, 

rather the agent .who wrote the report did. got it later, under FOIk. He also ffund untidy 
S' CClifijrS *1 

the sev eral^ galvanized nests for the chickens to lay their eggs in and the galvanized +t-tor 
Utensils I used in dressing the chickens for sale. What he did not know is that the best 
sanitation was exposing those things to sunlight after they had been washed and cleaned. 

Mrs. Dulles' secretary was his cousin, a woman named Thomas. She wrote me after this 
telling me that aveything they got fDom us was just fine. 

I could ramble so much about thi?o^(lays. But before returning to i >ando after a 
reminder I'm going to stop and see if I can get the mai( out and the newspapers in. 

Nando and cfooixr other Latin kneriean diplomatic-set customers all were customers of 
a natin-k^rican grocery run by a ^traguayan named Carlos, on 18th just sou^rt of Columbia 
Hoad, on the east side of the street. Carlos, also a customer, was one of our last stmps. 

(l used to pick idl up delivery day when she worked in the Washington building.) Until for 
a$ reason Tneverknew Trujillo found another use for the building, Nando lived inloTone 



fine old. town houses on the South side of %ss. *ve.m N¥, just west of the circle at 23rd. 

is/ , 71} Ap 

I delivered there earlt| in the mornings ; on my ky downtown. ^Coeefto think of it, x do 

not reaall4 a single theft of anything I left on4 a doorstep but there came a time 
/ 

when a dope addict was robbing me at Conn, and K. One day a woman saw him, phoned the 

police and he .was caught. Once it was the day before thanksgiving and were some of my 

customers put out because I did not have the large roasters, like capons, they’d ordered 

, <£a r'ei ‘ 

and I had left home with for them.) Once just before Christmas when we got to ' fi - arcl es- 1 s 

j*/ando was there and he wjas pretty drunk. .By then he had an apartment at the Woodner. 

was thrilled , he effused, by the appearance of dfiat I'd delivered that morning, and he 

just had to show his appreciation with aa present for |il. For which I ^d to drive him to 

the woodner. His present was three bottles of fine alcoholic beverages ngpne of ehich Til 

liked. I think one was a fine Scotch and I know tli? other was the best anisette J- ever 

had, a Spanish one, El Atono. Nando had bee so druHk all day that instead of placing what 

I'd brought in the refrigerator he put those birds, including as beautiful a turkey as I 

ever saw, in the bathtub. When he was sober again he feared they might have spoiled. 

I havej^ reason to believe that i4 ando was part of the Cla's overhhrow of the ritsmS&x 

democratic Guatemalan government. Jusf before that happened he told me he had to go to 
, q u&T’ematKH 

Venezuela for a while. He was back in Washington as soon as the rai/itary took over. 

A 

Above , on Pfizer^J shmuld have boasted a bit. That corporation in those 

days owned and boasted about the world' s largest non-governmental experimental farm. 
Virtually a private air-conditioned nest for each hen. BuJ despite this they asked us 
to provide both the live and the dressed jx§& poultry for its Wljadorf 4$: Science p> Comes to 
the Farm exposition. Theyotrucked all sorts of animals there but not a single chicken. I 

Lvonder how they got that stee± up into that ballroom without nfay of the many kids^of 

problems there could have been. 

Nando sGed to ask me for old cocks. The only male chickens I had were of my 
breeding flock and I needed them as long as they could do a good job of fertilizing eggs. 
Most of the tine he had to settle for old hens. Once I asked him why he insisted on old 
birds, real old, older than used to be used in making chicken soup, ge reply was, "Haroll, 
my fren, f or -everything i fil life there is a purpose. For some purposes you want a young 
woman, for some purposes an old cock." he then explained, and he was a f pne cook, that 
for something he cooked he just wanted to cook the hell out of the bird and it had to be 
old not to $all apart. 

I have no reason to believe he ran around. Tbe only woman I ever saw at his psp.ce 
in the early mornings was the same one. He and his wife in the Dominican republic did not 

-m- 

have ajssa-wife relationship. She was closely related to trujillo. £ In time he married this 
woman who lived with him I wrote her on his death about Guatemala but she did not reply. 

e? 



I do not want to give the impression that our business was wi^h the pro- 

minent and famou^wily. x t wasn't. Some of the more |>ominent and their secretaries^carried 

our dressed poull£r home from their offices, at the United mine Workers national office 

n 

my only customers were the janitors, while almost acoross the street, at its health and 
welfare fund office most were'tKT professionals , 

Some 1 were young women fresh fro'Ajthe country, small towns, who, I was sur mised 
to learn, had not learned domestic skills from their mothers. I waS as old as the:Lr . tl \ 

„ , r "A u nr My* m 4- J 

fathers, perhaps with some older, and they grew to trust me. I used the get cook books y 
from the Agriculture department and give them to these young women who always did ap- 
preciate it. It is strange that some lived in the big city without finding people they 
could or did trust. *^ome chnfided what surprised me. One, who worked in the Washington 
office of a trade association representative - she was alone in her office almost always - 
talked to me: about her unwanted pregnancy and the abandonment of her bo^ friend who had 
promised to marry her. Through Alice Lewis, fulton's wife, I arranged for her to be deli- 
vered of his child at the Florence ^rittenden home and for the child to be adopted. 

It was, at the least, a very democratic business. We did not discriminate against 
the rich and f ana us <qnd we trusted the working people to pay us payday, which almost without 

exception they did. „ , 

Qorftet,\~iL 4 

On what is now - ®? numbered page 10 I apparently refer to ' bud* Fensterwald, a 2 t 3 & 

■1 

wealthy lawyer who I first met when he was counsel for the Senate Judiciary Committee’s 

subcommittee on the, freedom of Information Act. fte could be as stingy as he was generous 

and in more recent years he has lavished money of several committees, first on what he ca 

called so he could use the CIA ‘ae- r ‘e t njip kf the Committee to investigate Assq3Lnations . More 

recently the Assassination Archive and He search Cent®^ The note I made on reading and 

correcting relates to one of many incidents and in the belief it had some special point I 

go into it. Perhaps with some duplication. 

T' 

His CIA was only recently formed when I was there one day when i was in Washington 

1 r restart r at* ur 

for an unrelated purpose , to borrow from a friend who had been a customer . what I needed to 

nrwtf-t ' LdheJSt 

pay the quarterly mortgage payment. Bell dicTnot pdy~«=spfc it owed rne-and ^never did. Bud 

wanted me to meet with him and some I regarded as nuts but they were late and when _£ told 

him 1 had to leave to get this money he asked me how much it was,-!" /old him, he asked me 
1 

how long 1 d need it and I said for about a month or so, until X got some checks that were 
due , and he asked me if loaned me that money I stay for tne meeting. I agreed and the 
meeting came to nothing. 

4bout two weeks later jE got one of the checks and sent it to him promptly, in 
immediate response I got an angry letter from him in which he said he was not going to 
join my legion of creditors. I don^ know what gave him that notion because ft was false. 

I owed only the mortgage, the friend who'd loaned me money to be on time in the past had 
always been repaid and had no other debts. I replied with what under the circumstances 



is moderation but telling him off and about two weeks later when I got the second 
check he got the balance and was silent. I’ll go into more about him elsewhere when I write 
about the critics. 


^°w of nothing of any value his (fei l^hioh fae-tdoo-oallod CTiy ever did^^t' 
ts - foster nuttiness and wild theories, the later continuing into the present. See my 
separate and still growing file on the koscoe/kicky White fiction that kcgicoe was one 
of JT'K? assassins. 

But when he got some public attention for his CTIA the CIA got interested and it had 

8X1 C77^ igat ° r Sp2r ° n i " fc * Incom P e ‘t e ly and inaccurately. Some of its records fefer to me 
as its investigator. I was never a member of it or any other of his or anyone else’s 
committee 0 never subscribed to any of the so-called newsletters, never had any 
association of n£y kind with any except personal, at the CTIA m^tly with ^im Le ?a r, who 
later handled almost all my kOlA litigation. hek; <av. ^ J 1 

V/hen Bud commemorated the 10th anniversary of the JFK assassination with a gathering 
&f the nuts at u eorgetwon , diversity I refsued for some time to participate but finally 
agreed to speak, used that opportunity to try to persuade the nits to abandon all tfoir 
wild notions and concentrate of discovering the realities in the largely withheld official 
records, etc. My debunking was not well received but I attended no other sessions. Of all 
things, the Secret Service spied on that convention. and a report on one of them has been, 
disclosed, as * now reeill in the CIA’s copy of it. 

1 his is to say that the official agencies were no le^ss nutty. 

Letter. if I did not note it earlier, and I doni/t remember, we^also won all the top honors 

in ppou poultry farming, nationally. I do believe I did mention that tjhiveristy of Maryland 

faculty members used to stop off when they were in the area, from the geneticists to the 

agriculture economistj ^with one of whom -*■ was able later to get the legislature to 

enact a Maryland fresh-egg law in the hope of helping egg producers j^-One of the ag 

exonomists, r erry thinning, after eating some of idl’s cookery, encouraged her to enter 

the national chicken— cooking contest. She did without success but rfe joyed -the three days 

away. The next year she prepared one dish in particular and a ithough we liked it lesss 

than any of her other prepartions she won first prize. Thereafter I did all i could 

to promote poultry- other people's - at these annual gatherings. Within a year 

of two 1 wad theNational ^arbecue Ming, j used a recipe based on the mq-Hwa^a C ene . a l 

Murdoch used when he ’d come up and barbecue a kid or othe small animalJ-outside and with 

wood, as was done injLatin Anerica. There that was almost a social functim*_4!oa tantl it was 

called an m Asado. I gave my recipe that name and it may have become the most frequently 

. . 4%\ ytet'r's 

printed chxcxen recipe, it was reprinted so widely and used on so many million conies of 
contest entry blanks. 

We became. ;a regular fixture at these annual contests for 


some years, years ip -which 





I was a Maryland contest winner. (Tne best X pe ever did cooking against the women was 
10th.) Each year I demonstrated barbecuing and always used an old-fashioned dish mop,— 
which attracted much amusement and attention- a nd - at sh £ best means of keeping the 
cooking chicken moist and well seasoned. 

Having thus gotten involved in promoting poultry products and egg farmers needing 
help, one year I persauded the Northeastern Poultry Producers w 6unsel to go for an egg 
promotion X dreamed up. We 'a get as many double— yolif eggs produced in its territory down 
to Washington and give each Ai emoer of each house of the Congress a dozen. They gattSired 
the eggs, i arranged for a tractor and a farm wagon which ti deliver them, believing 
that this means feather than a truck would appeal to TF, as it did, and~§e%p~ WEOBPCO, 
ilso at my suggestion, had each state's poultyr"princess" as a delivery girl. What it 
did not go for surely would have gotten more TV attention, having the girl who was judged 
the top beauty head the profession sitting on the fork on the front of a tractor that 

was used by farmers to clean manure out of barns. Of? the farm it Brother uses and it 

%s not to the best of my knowledge invented fjr farm use. HEPPCO did not go for that 

but'~S§gr~did we have the iu embars and the functionaries clammoring for more of those 

r> i m -.-I -) __i i ^ . tt _ r - 


eggs! The well-known clerk of the House, Pisbaif Miller, finally snaggled 
five dozen of them. 

It was a birfj success but NEP?C0 lost interest when I wanted to expand that HnH 
o ^promotion the next year in a way that Ij^was certain would involve the manufacturers of 
the equifl mn£t and other things farmers used. l'd actually aaranged for a tractor to 
draw a wagon with cages of hens laying eggs to begin a caravan and a manure spreader to 
end the procession, with a sign on It reading"The End." Unimaginative people! That would 
really have been a seeat sensation and could have been used to acquaint the people and 
the legislature with agriculture's importance and its needs. 

-‘Site double-yol# -yesr ittnetsen had me away from home a very long day. When I got 

back and checked the incubators - and we had old ones that did not turn the eggs 

automatically- I discovered that til had forgktten to turn the heat back on in the incubator 

in which we were hatching the goose eggs. Of an entire incubator of goose eggs only one 

hatched. ^11 gave him a name, Oskar Pumpernickle and with'af few days, as he developed his 

character, I gave him a middle name, "Hamm," bcause he was a real ham. -hil kept him in 

the houv.'se, in a box where he could warm himself near a light biklb X hung over it. before 

long he was following her around like a puppy and she had to clean up after him so she 

S ~ -IGh-evrt.. ^ 

invented a gosling diaper from platic bags and in time he stopped pulling'll off. He'd 

sit <? n her lap an look at T^ he walked up to a mirror and turned hj^ head to watch his 

image also move, things like that, also soon developed fetishes, not all that ubcommon 

in^ geese. And did he become a bully when we let him outside! X have a picture of him so 

intimidating a tomcat that the cat is three feet in the air avoiding Oskar's effort to 





pull a whisker out 0 (We had. one famale cat who had a single white whisker and he did 

get that one ..and no other white one ever grew back.) 

Oskar developed a fetish for bisrre2s , of which we always hdd two near the house, 

one for burning trash and the other for sarid^when it was icy. We have pictures of him 

with his breast singled as he tried, precociously, before he was even fledged, to mate with 

the lieroc "'scorching barrel. I have %3 mm movies of him assaulting, in a jealous rage, the 

front tire of a cousin s auto he regarded as too near his sand barrel. 

p-t'a /we.- 

Wa then had a woman farm hand, She lived i n our small tenant hos6e with her two 
girls, about 11 and 12. Friday nights Ella Mae would have supper with us and l'd start a 
fire for tfie girls to broil their hot dog& and marshmallows. I did not use charcoal, I 
used branches of wood, before long Oskar was tending that fire, ^e'd actually pick up the 
ends of the branches and push them further into the flames. 

c „ QskadF did- not consider himself a goose and he never associated with them. In part 

“ iHlprm'hih# c*U In * 

this was^bfeause we had thdm fenced away from the back of the house and he had the free run. 

He learned by himself to stay off the road. The only exception was when the nursery that 

bought our manure came to clean the henhouse out he'd charge^ down the road after them to 

prdtect his property! 

Once he poked his bill through th e fence at some Canada goslings. "Me igored 
'ih-e c )and^r, ° 

the warnings of their father and finally one of them bit him on the beak. "it b&Ld. it 

was the most pathetic thing to see hfcm turning his head in each direction to wjj^ch the 

blood dripping off while making dnoise I'd never head any fowl make before, almos/like 
«/«//»*»£* c/ n A 

--crying. But he never a again bothered the Hinkec goslings, and he stayed awaty from the 

adult O'anadas when he could get through the gate. 

jeje was so human we acually insured his life, withAetna. /¥e wa. not protected against 

m^s'ferious disappearance but -Mil has the life insurance policy of J^wich she was the 

^ben|iciary. 

When we were liquidating the farm I wanted to get homes for all out breeding 
geese. Geese, mhst speciaes, live long lives, very long.There are many authenticated 
stories about this and about their devotion, even to agraves of dead masters. I also 


arranged what I'll return to, what an AP reporter dubbed Geese for J’eace. I arranged 

for our flock of Imden geese to‘/ive the rest of their lives on a National Institute of 

Health farm where they'd be jjhed as blood donors. I had large crates of turkey wire made 

for them becuse they are too large and their necks are too long for them to be comfotable 

ju> * 

in chicken or even turkey crates. The IIIH truck was to come for them ^ on the designated day 
and ^e spite the heavy snow I cijaght them and crated them by families and stacked those 
crates along the lane to the west of the hosue, where the truck could back right up to 
them. Only it didn^t come that day. .it came the next morning. 

When we went to bed Oskar was marching, like a watch dog, filong the side of thode 
stacked crates on the lane side. (The tether side was against the fens^T.) 





Before going fsrthur it should be understood tAat the only humane and the only safe 
way to ctfich a goose is by its neck. If they are caught, as chickens are, by the feet, 
with their large ^a^d^powerf ul wings they can twist and break a leg and with their wings 
they can brusie the pnes. catching them the wrong way. I used what was like a shepherd's 
cnook to etahh them by their long and strong necks. It the* is easy t £> immobilize their 
wings. 

\*hen I got up i n tl%e morning there was no sign of Oskar, fte was usually on the 
back step or near it. 4s I followed his tracks in the fresh snow they went to the road and 
ended abruptly where there were feesh auto tracks, *> 0> I phoned the Montgomery Ouunty 
police, a car came and notetj the onej^ay Oskar tracks ±hax ending at the auto tracks that 
also were the only such tracks and t/jey reported that Oskar had been goosenapped. 4etna 
paid I&l the &1Q0, albeit unhappily. 

¥e had many (Bats in -chose days, up to 29 at one time. Tney were suscptibje to 
pneumonitis and with our vet friend we were able to save some so infected. We had a good 
relationship i^ith this vet, who wajs intriduced to use by one of his professors , vF ohn 
biffin , at u aryland. His name was Holbrook, no kin of the actor. Once one of the 
cats that had recovered had the most impressive sinue infection just after she had only 
two kittens. She was at Hal's veterinary hospital near Hockville . Our cats usu^lpy cared 
for each others kittens, even nursing them. -£o, we were not worried about Spotsie's two. 

(la.1 gave her that name because she was^entirely black save for one small white spot.) I 
was usually up about 3 a.m and out to the chicken houses although all had time clocks 
controlling the light. X checked each flock firs f thing, often turning the light^on by 
hand and sometimes wanted waiting to observe them by listening to them. 

One very cold wfnter morning, the morning after I'd takenJlpotsie to %1's, I 
opened the inside door and could not open the storm door. ft opened so far and would move 
no f arthur .^I^turned the light on and thepre was Oskar, refusing to hove and settled cteM/v? 

< ^ oor * ^ finally had to remove the glass panel and grab him by the neck. When 
. of ^Pofcsie' d kittens felt out from mder a wing! fe had adopted them and UJ 

^was keeping them war, ^ then was less than a year old, maybe six-seven months#^ r 

Oskar was a real character, /j^was only three weeks old when he^hpftaat tomcat 
three cj(eet in the aurli^t a feather ^ -o n the fuzz with which they are bom. 

I did a perfectly terrible job of drafting a book, Oskar the Human {foose, in- 
tended for children. 

I started but did not finish trying to film for children the life cycle of Canada 
g ese-for ichildren. Our honkers nested wherever they wanted, often in the open.T^e maj.es 
were always protective. And the females* coulcT^^t-wsficllnflect injury if they 
felt endangered. 

Without knowing of Conrad pioneering work on imprinting^£%uplicated it. 





Mi 

(iater had some correspondence with him when he was at the Max Planck Institute. flisi 

named the successor to Oskar, Konrad^ in his honor.) 

^ /eastern 

One of these geese made her nejist at the extreme end of out property, against the 

wire fense. And, unfortunately, where there had been an ice house of which only the pit 

remained close to the fense on the other" side. Idl and I took our ^oncord reel-l^reel 

tape recorder (befiore the N ^^^i^^f cassetttes) and with its S ound-activated microphone 

recomM the communication between the unhitched goslings^ close to hatching, and their 

mother. I don^t know what hastened to that tape but we did record what I'd heard, tl&s 

pre-birth communication that is essential to the imprinting, by means of which each 

hatching establishes its family relationship. Cs^e yv-iAlt- H /) 

5 ctu ~ __ . 

1 suspended the attempt to film the family story~i a - film when the gangers made 
a bloody and brusied mess of my legs as they protected their nests. I did get the attacks 
on me on film, filming flown on them. But that was too much and I suspended. 

“he ganders were that protective^ even though their brought their young up to the 
fenfie behind the house for me to feed them. I h^d all the ganders and geese eating bread 
from my mouth without attacking me and we have pictures of this. These include a 35mm 
slide made by Richard Whalen, who was writing an assassination article for the old Sat- 
urday Evening Post. (He was and remained a conservative, rje wrote the first anti-Kennedy 

book about doe, "The Founding father, tfe was later in the Nixon White House and after thatnf, 

IhS* Jt-hfitey/i Sht/<s*Zr/ (L' 

perhaps also before, at what then was called the ^eorget^n^ foreign-policy think t&BSK tank.) 

"Vi If got the idea of using these^ goslings in what 1 thought would make an in- 
teresting TV commercial for food, particularly bread, and of the breads most of all 

** _JU ** 

Wonder Bread, which then advertised that it buildf better bodies. Continental Bakery did 
consdier the idea and then abandoned it. 

When one of our Canada geese had thre/goslings and Rice Crispies was advertising 

Snap, Crackle and B 0 p, I gave those goslings those names. But I could not get them to 

eat Rice Krispies! They would, not touch the stuff. I'd let them throu @L the gate behind 
vki /2.I i* IC/'itht _ 

these, hfcuse and put ail where they could ©each, it in a colorful plastic bowl. Finally 1 

got the dji.ea of putting ©racked corn underneath the cereal. They bid not see the com 

but sonehow they kSfew tt was there. So they dove their nills through the cereal ..and 

ate the com. On the film it looked like they were relishing the cereal they detested, 

I don t remember how far I tried t£> carry this but nothing $ame of it. 

N> t long after JFK established the Peace Corps; I got the idea that got it its 

first good public attention. 

As I've indicated I got to be friends with some of our customers. John Bach, who 

had an English wife and worked for the Agency for International development, w<?s a customer 

who had an attractive old Georgetown house on about 30th street right next to the C & Canal. 

Often they were finishing breakfast when I got there and often they'd iijivite me to have 

lv ei. cO&n^_ 

coffee with them. When I was not running late I would, and we'd chat. One morning when it 



fpl &b <r^ 

^the Peace G 0 rp I told-^ohn that 1 thought it was a great idea but t^at we were trying to 
help these underdeveloped countries the wrong way, that by bringing their promising &oung 
people here and teaching them modern and advanced US agriculture fce were sending them 
to face frustaration ana. futility Because they'd not be able to use what they'd ikearhed. 
ifer ohn asked me for an alternativ^I suggested that we go back in out own history and 
first §Pfc teach them how to be able to feed themselves as we had done in our earlier days 
add to preserve the w food without spoling as we had, by drying and canning, etc. In the 
course of this conversation it occured to me that geese can make their own livings from 
what 3 'jows naturally, even weeds. I suggested that we provide chickens and geese. John 
S3s&d liked the idea and he suggested timt I phone the Peace Corps with it right then and 
there. Apparently the only one in the orice that early in the morning was in the informaO- 
tion office and he saw the possibilities and loved the idea. So, without even meeting 
him or anyone at the Peace £orps, I arranged to provide our breeding flock of China 
geese to it, for it to send whereven it decided. I selected the Chinas because they 
ar«g the nbst prolific, would lay and hatch many jfe&ore eggs that/ the larger breeds. The 
Peace Corps arranged for the ■ u eifer froject to deliver the geese and it selected the island 
of St. Lucia to receive them. 

Believing that Jtojbbody there had the slightest notion fef how to raAse geese 1 even 
typed out a handbook. And Iarranged with** a poultjr- farmer friend, /fack Fulks, then 
fanning near Gaithersburg^ to give me the incubators he was replacing with more moderiys 
ones. They also wer\ shipped to Sjj Lucia. 

The Peace C£rp liked the idea so much they tolt/ the pro ds press about it. .^artha 
ij°le, then with AP, wisite a story about it iw which she dubbed the project Geese forPeace. 

I thought it would be a good idea to involve as many dpople as possible in the 
project. I arranged for high-school shop classes in Frederick to build the crates I designed, 
referred to above for those NIH geese, the matrials as i now remember paid for by my 
f*Ly ed coopera tffive. I arranged for the Frederick Civil Air Patrol to fly the crated geese, 
five xarge crates of then, to what thejjl was called Iddewild airport at $ ew ^ork, later 
remaned JB& Although J could easily have trucked the geese to the small Frederick airport 
on my own truck I arranged for a moving and storage company, ^adows Van and °torage, to 
do that isfljead. 

sJ 

Fortunately! 

Because the airport was fogged in. Meadows then agreed to truck the crated geese 
to x dle\^ild. 

Tfee media was f^ascinied by the whole tiding. We got hourly calls from the print 
pr Ass , the news services and the papers, unc j uding the Hew York Times, and the radio stations 
reported their progress from the larger cities to th larger cities. Until they were airborne. 

MhefLi/ and I were at that year's poult^/r flestiveal on the Jhstern Shore several of 
the wealthier people in thepou^rtyf industry reported seeing my J&Mure holding a China 
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head not a single a 

„ d H&ht 'fnj 'VYiCi,T£,J 

first yeqr because none of the egss had been fertilized! If they Kad^ geese and gan< 

Cltgether ttefeh nature would have taken its 1 J -’~~ lll ~ i — - 


gander in varftous papers around the world. One said it was on the front page of a &ome 

paper he saw when he was in ftome. 

•’ <y 

The prelect got the -^eace Corps its first good publicity. But ^aad to reports at 

least to begin with, it came to nothing because my instructuons had been ignored. I emphasized 

that if was ^hdispensivle to keep the famui/ies together as 1 h^d them crated because they 

were families. Instead they were divide up and given to small famrers, one goose or gander 

here, andother one or two there, and from what 4 head not a single g^slong hatched the 

ders 

course because the Chinas are a species that 

is not monogamous. 

r 

Viith the interi® tational attention ewe got requests from all arpuirqf the world for 
si m ilar assistance. J. don t knw if we still have those letters. I remember a rather 
imperious one from India. But I decided that ^ could comply with two requests, perhaps 
one and the other my idea. I know I got a request fron a fellow not in the Peace Corp but 
in a similar effort to help by a c&cu. church group, Marshall Johnson, from the upper midwest, 
then in ±ibeeria. T^e other project^, which may have been my idea, was with Ghana. 

Resumed 5:40 a.m. , after breakfast, the old man boasts , with 16 + "pa^es wrotten bg 
before breakfast! Alas, off the top of the head!. 

These projects did much good inside the US. So many people learned i^Jscurgent 
need, especially for food, of so much of t^e rest of the world. There was good publicity 
for the CAP,, fie adows Van and Storage got free international advertising, the local shop 
students got feelings of satisfaction, and there was attention to the needs of the agencies 
engaged in trying to help needy people in i^e rest of the world. 

One day I had a delivery to make in the building in which the Peace Corps had its 
offices. I think someone had given a present of a roasting bird to a lawyer whose offices 
were in the building in which the Peace Corps rented space, about H and Conn. Ave, on the 
northwest comer. I must have been recognized from my picture in the papers because before 
, I could keave the building I iTkd been traced, found leaving on an elevator, had. was told 

its hendyr, — , 

that -Sergeant ohriver wanted to see me. I was led to the office of Ms handsomekan who SSe 

1 * l 

gave the impression of a eojfcled spring as he walked back qnd forth as we, mostly he, talkdd. 

He wanted me to go to work for him, I gathered in some executive position. I told him I had 

this farm I was starting, that it lookedpromi sing , that I HTad jce everytuing * have tied up 

in it, and didn't think 1 'c muld. So he asked me if I d stay long enough to speak to some 

of his people. I agreed, he got on the phone and very soon he led me to a room in which a 

number of men were already gathered, with more walking in minute by minute. 

When just about all he'd asked to be there were he said, brief ly, jt've asked this 
man to join us but he says he can^t. Ife has some of the best ideas I've eeer heard and I 
want you to pick his brains." 



lie shook my hand again, again tha and left. 

For me it was a very depressing meeting. I gathered that these were men who had 
gotten as far as they could in other agencies and had shifted to Peace ^orps in the 
hope of further advancement. I gof the impression that none was worth any better jobs. 

They were all negatives. I dd> not remember that any one of them had any constructive ideas 
or question^ That all they ckuld think of was how nothing would work or could do any good, 
is soon as 1 could £ left and all A got lout of it was an overpricing ticket and delay in 
completing my deliveries and getting home. X have a favorable impression of driver onlv, 
a very favorable impression of him. x don^/t ram remember the namp 0 r even the face of 
any 01 lie others, no^Jie of whom im'pressed me as an imaginative or constructive thinker. 

Harsnall JoJansonj^ireciated the flock of Emden geese x h g ^o*givon him to dis- 
tribute in Liberia ,*jfere=5=-t he told us, he was deep into the^hintelands . I wish I d taped 
what he said when he was home cT n leave and stopped on en route to one of/the Dakotas or 
Montana, where he'd been a teacher. W/iat I remember is probably reasonable accurate and I'm 
sjrre don&t remember most of what he said. 

He had an open truck on which he 


stacked the crates at the airport. As he 
drove into the interior and stopped from time to time the geese attracted much attention. 
Especially from Arabs ©ho I think he .said were mostly traders, le got all kinds of fine 
offers for them because they would be regarded as status symbols, nobody else having 
any , and because people just wanted to have what was to them unusual and nobody else had. 
But he fesisted all the many temptations that would have been profitable for him and got 
them all to where he was based. He alone decided what he would do with them ana from my 
dim recollection his judgement was good. 

He wa $ dealing with primitive people, natives, tribes, with chieftains. He was 

and he ha~ d to be careful^" not to offend 


regularly offered a woman to sleep with him' 


the chcif chief in decli n ing these offers. He did eat what they ate but X gather he left 
no offspring behind when he left iXiberah. 

Vfe do have some gifts he gave us, some wood sculptures, some goatskin bags and I 
think an ebony shoehorn, with a long hnadle. 

The Ghana project was almost aborted and had it not been for the Ghanians it would 
have a f ®al frustration. Nkruma^was quite interested in it, as was the State depart- 
ment. decided to send a photographer up to 'take pictures of the geese and ducks we were 
giving the Ghanians. What a photographer! None of his pictures turned out! 

ihe Ghanxan ambassador was a wonderful a®, man named Hibeiro. He was driven up by his 
black American chaufffeur names Sam and he brought a black piotograpier from the U Street 
area with him. And a box of whiskeys and champaign, one bottle of hhich was chilled and A 
got the idea right away. H e had an adopted daughter with him, Kabbebush her native name, 
o therwi se^£Li zabe th , an attractive and bright little girl. His own family was grown so he 
started adopting a new fsmily of children who had no familiies. 



hos pictures did sum out fine. I'm sorry I never asked for copies of any. He 
took them to Ghana an^lkrumah fell in love with the ducks, as Eisenhower did. Meanwhile, 
sbme conflicts developed and Ghanians were busy in such endeavors asTS^burning down the 
MSIA building. Jo, the shipment cost had to be bom by the Ghanians, who did not have much 
foreign capital, is I remember it, there was but one plane a week, from A W York. So, 
they decided to accept only a flcok of the Houen ducks, as many as could safely be kept* 
for a while ina a single crate. Sam came with the station wagon and he drdve the ducks 
to Idlewild. Where ma PanAnerican malfunction^ Tney forgot to put the ducks on the plane. 

So, they were kept and fed for a week and made the next plane. Ribeiro was^blck’tgdin and 
he met the plane and took the ducks right to Nkrumah. Who kept them on the presidential 
grounds, something like a park, I gathered. 


Well, the the State -^epartmen^not ah|e to take pictures, kiberro/1 ignoring the 
turmoil and conflict with the US and±$s installations, figured out a way to help the^t 
State department with which he country was in conflict. He arranged for a presentation to 
as at the embassy, on 16 not much above U street, on the hill, opposite- Meridian Park. 

He had an assortment of people from State there, inclduing heads of Africa desks /perhaps 
the approproate asfektant secretary, with a few drinks and ikght refreshments, and a Mulf 
photographer who could make^ictures come out. iygave the pictures to State and State 
flooded ^ rica ^ t ^ 1 ^ v t0 offset the reprojrt of the conflict with Ghana. Eibeiro was 
much more sophisticated than our State bureaucrats! A A iu My 

fte invited us fojnn time to time to social functions and he and Kabbebush visited us 
from time to time. We met Krs.p&ean Rusk at one embassy functions and I've 

forgotten the others. % impression of Mrs. Rusk is that she was the most plainly firessed 
woman there. / fhtfj 

Ww were, sorry when Ribeiro was reassigned, tm Italy. But he did have us invited to 


the party others in the diplomatic corps ga&fe him on his departure. He’d gotten to be 
fond of hil and he came up and kissed her as we entered and did the s ame when we left. 

Of all the people I met when 3 Worked in State, I remember nos diplomat who was as 
urbane, as sophisticated and as unflappable as this wonderful man. Natives, h uh? 

Another international involvement comes to mind and, like geese for Peace, it 
just grew from a conversation with another customer, the reporter Bill Costello, ^e t hen 
was with Mutual iJ ews but had an office with Tommy "The Corij^orcora n in the Invest- 
ment Buioding. 4ater he had his own office there. He had been with CBS News when he was 
younger, iron time to time we'd chat a bit when I made the delivery. Once this was at the 
time of what was called the "kitchen debate" between Nixon and Khruschvje, in Moscow, as I 
now remember at a display of US piquets, with the "debate" where kitchen stoves and the 
like were on display. My impression of what we saw on TV was that Khruschve was provoking 
Njxon and was bragging excessively and that^lxon was stilted and looked aJtd sounded silly 
and artificial. One had issued a challenge to peaceful competition. ± think it fias |hruschev 



and that Eicon had accepted the challenege. 1L discussing this with Costello I told him that 
JE. thought dbe neither of them was sincere and that I thought it was a good idea and just 
might challenge the USSR ti peaceful competition in poultry husbandry to get it really 


started. I^e thought it was a good idea and KHgxx urged me to do it. 

The next Wednesday jF showed him the draft of the letter I had written to iv hruschev 
to challenge, modest man that I was, the entire USSR to compete witj/me in poultry hus- 
abndry, from raising to cooking chickebs.I thibk I offered that he pick the judges. 

Costello like it very much, he asked if I minded if he spoke to someone at the USIA 
about, it. He made the call and asked me to go there right away, to see a man whose last 
name was Waite j- or Walters, in charge as 1 recall of its Eurpoean desk. I drove there 
from the Investment Building, delaying t^e rest of my dejiveriesm parked near 18 and 
•Penna. ave. , and Walter saw me immediately, ffe read the letter and made one suggestion, 
that I add an invitatuion for the Khruschev's to Mi sit our farm when they were in the US, 
which would be in the near future. I was relcutant to do that bcause we y£were still 
building the farm, were living in an unfinished house, but did agree. I sent Walter the 
letter with this paragraph added and they featured it on a USIA broadcast. 


've xc 


forgotten all the save ajf ew . One is that both Ks would not visit us, 

only Mrs. K, when K was at Ike’s ^ttysburg j^frm. She got behind schedules while visiting 
in Virginia, I think some poeplfe manmed Thayer, cUd /vi-it 


b^e a good idea for the Russians to see the kind if feed mill they could prfibably use, 

not as vast as the -UPurina and teneral Poods plnats, but out local coop, where my feed 

was made along with that of daily, beef and other farmers. 1 know - was in touch with t 

the USSR embassy by phone on this and I believe that is how the false and exaggerated 

FBI reports attributing persona j relationships in the enbassy and visit from it were made 

up. (Earkier, as a correspondent, I was there on several occasions but I never had any 

personal relationship there. In those days we all knety' that the FVI photogaphed everyone 

f Stct&'ht 

entering and leaving from what then was the National Geographic building on the other side 

~ A 

of 16th steeet. The FBI did not disdlose any of this information, including copies of 

it pig'/ures, in response to my infornation re^ tests. But it clearly did disclose phone taps, 

probably on the ej^assy’s rather than mine. I never got anything from their press officer. 

He in fact stole all the ideas I took there and gave those stories to larger publications 

b v 'flu a*v\t)tisSfi4d J i 

and a wire servjjfce . One idea was frea Ars. ^atvinoff, an* Boglish woman named J-vy, to write 
~ . (A/abh thrift m 

for click, the n the third largest picture magazine wfeose correspondent I was, a story oh 
II 1 1 u , " "7 / 

Wh^.1 lake or What I lake Avhut America. There was ano the^similar idea x now do not 

remember and then I got the idea of a story to be written by a young Russian woman, 

Ludmilla Pavlichenko 

the champion feuerrlla^ 

§ven if exaggerated. I remember that the young press officer with whom x adealt was pfe : 


Before they got to the US, and perhaps it was my own idea, x thought it might 

Ob' 



;leiter was 
impressive 



-✓T 


named v/adimir Pastoiev. ONce when - wqs ther^e at lunchtime he suggested that we go 
ground the comer and lunch at a simple and inexpensive place on L street <2ast of 16 and 
on the north side^thes. ^hus business lunch was the only thiMg that could have bee}/ 
exaggerated into a social relationship and that would not have been reasonable. anyway, 

*Q c / ft j>r is* 

pastoiev Jlked the^idea. So much that instead of getting a signed article from her for me 
he gave t£=*& United Press which, of course, got it much more and international attention. 
Quite the contrary of the FBI's fabrications the Russians were so uncoopera teive they v&f 
refused to let me have any Kind ot map that could be uused to illustrate a stzfoy that 
Walter DuraMty , New York i’imes^ sorrespondenf then considered the outstanding US joumalisic 
expert on the USStJ^ had alreadt written, alf. that Qjz ck wanted was a very, very general 
mapijs to be illustrated with such things as sheafs of whett in some spots, factory chimneys 
in cithers, the kinds of symbols that would have been utterly meaningless ih ^so small a 
30 vast a land as could be printed by a magazine, besides, had the information had 
any meqling^ at all, every spookery i‘7 the world already had it. So, I left those paranoids, 
went to the Craomerke ^epartmebt , htfhere they loaned me the largest atlas of the USSR they 
had, newspapwr- size pages. Tliek zelected fro'k? it~~w3i what it wanted and I returned it and 
despite the best efforts of the USSR to prevent it, a story favorable to it after the 
Nazis attached it did reach^-cpg-tc a few millions Americans.) 

.dy^rmy challenge of the^USS^ ^feha^holc—lrisiBjg, t^ompete with one small American 
farmer, was not entirely ignored at State, x had a phone call from a man I never met, 

Hillis Lowry(phon). $e asked me if I'd go there and teach them £ks..how to raise better 
chickens, x decided to accept that ofier. j^e told me the Up could pay all my i 

as x now recall for a couple of weeks, but under the law could not pay^my transportation. 

He asked me if I could arrange that, I thought of a possibility and told him I'd call him 
Back, x phoned Dick Ammon, who headed NEPPCO, he liked thd idea and said they'd provide 
the transportation. I told Lowry-and never heard of it sgaiiu I ^guess they were no 
less paranoid than the UB6R. But agaiAtf, State disclosed none of this in response to my 
informations requests. 

A gainan old mnr>.'-n ^ 1 -_ -7 - 1-0 - rT 11 | | nr -| T»n - ft p n -f ir r 

i oed-nn_Q r. qho-t h er my daily walking thrraa ny. 

„Wt We are xced^a. I took a break and was reading the U 0 lumbia <Journa/,ism feview , 
an article about a' rgoetr e who staged his career in ilicfeigan and was covering a race ±±h 
riot in Bfctroit, the first of many. referred to fast that after work some of 

the reporters adjourned to a black club for a couple of prinks. That reminded me of some- 
thing jgn. drely unrelated t^at may be mGST interest to younger people— who have no knowledge 
about how things were, including some aspects of race relations - more than 30 years before 
the time of thos^Detroit riots. The club part mreminded me that some of us on the Wilmington 
morning News also did that.Ww-s V-’e went. after the paper went to bed, or press, th the 



Club Deleon a few blocks away* It was two blocks north of the police station, Hon French 
Street. It operated openly in those days before PDR got the Volstead act, the prohibition 
amendment, repealed. 

Leon ^llSe^ was a chemist. I'm not certain that he had a PhD but he did have a 
successful chemicals business. His club was a sideline and a successful one. He mad© 
a wide doorway in the wall between adjoining buiMings, had the bar on the inner wall of 
the Northern bui aiding, and tables elswhere in both buildings. His drinks were good. 

Jit. 

wherever he got the whiskey, and so was his entisetainment, very good black singers mostly^. 

Whites did 1 feel like intruders and were not treated as though they were. 

Leon had a brother who was a successful artist in H e wJfork $ity, Almkst all 
nights Leon was at his club. 

If I had something to cav&jjoxi a Sunday night often I'd go over to Leonsjibn my may 
have and have a drink with him while we both st$od at the bar and listened to the radio 
broadcasts of the Minneapolis Symphony then headed hy Eugene ^nnandy. 

One J* unday night Wentworth Emerson “ilson also had stories to do sfnd he also 
Us£nt to the cjcub. Onljj he was pretty drunk before he got there. Emmy was sl^rt, thin, 
very friendly and pheasant when sober, a history buff and pugnacious whe drunk, Me charged 
me from the doorway^ running the entire length of that section of tbe club and struck me 
with his lowered head when turned to see what was going o/$A He came close to wrecking 
Leon's bar but Leon said and did nothing. 


x'O 


and 


"^ank. 


a degree this was my fault because I used to ~tea.se Emmy when we sat at a table 

2 

Emmy and were more or less regulars, as was .jfob Curtin, later director of 


public relations for the Dupont company. Also later Emmy's britherQo in-law. Emmy and I 

^uually sat opposite each other and as we drank I.' d tease him by stroking my jaw. S© he 

- — ( • 

worked his way up to hitting me with his f^sj .I'd take my glasses off, flfe'd hit away, and 
he was so weak he never did hurt me. But we'd all laugh about it. I think this isxhHkatx 


may have been what ^provoked him into running into me-and the bar. 

The bar wasjtin a black neighborgood and ~X never heard of any white being in any 
way molested when in that neighborhood, day or night, druflk er^ 


Wilmington was below the Mason-Dixon line, which at the east bang began about seven 
miles to the northwest. Ho <Jim Crow irjtransportation but separate schools and movies. There 
was but one legitimate theater in the State, the Playhouse, on the first floor of the 
Hotel Dupont. Blacks were allo^d into it, but only in "peanut heaven," the uppermost 
gallery. No reserved seats there. Which made it easy to crash, as I did often, by merely 
walking in^ and up to that gallery, where tickets were not checked, at the end of 
the first intermission. Wintertime that cost me a dime, for checking my overcoast in the 
hotel's checkroom. Depression adaptation when most of us had little. Broadway shows 
often tried out there. 

There was little worth remember ing in my reporting then, j- once caused an interna- 



JV 


national incident with an accurate report that AJ? picked up^ of the rougneck chief of police 
in Newark, which 1 covered, about 12-14 miles be(ow Wilmington. Cunningbma arrested the 
.British ambassador for speeding. He knew nothing about diplomatic immunity but the State 
Department got a priest over this, it chewed Cunningham out, and he made my life a little 
forat^le for a short period o^T^me. (fht Uftt UK- Mrtg J 


uncomic 




In about 1932 I mitjde it possibel for a stranger to win the Pulitzer frixe for local 
reporting^durxng a hurricane when as a f ortaor radio amateur asd-sfst able to hse my right 
hand all the fingers of which had been cut in an accidental used other amateurs in storm 
communications, which 3 aspo reported to the paper by phone. I think I’ve nkled this in an 
earlier recollection. 

Pn that earl# period x also predicted coming Japanese aggression, based on a copy 

of the Tanaka memorial. The Wilmington Sunday Star paid me S2.00 for a long Sunday feature 

on it. I then did a shorter version for the fklladekphia ledger, whixh syndicated a Sunday 

feature section. I# paid me SI 5 or S30, with a ilyline. Later I developed this for £*lick, 

which appeared with accurate, almost lOCfa accurate, predictions of what Japan started doing 

at Pear/ n* , cTH ^ r & 

less than three months later. U<ly error was in Deducting that it would attack along the 

A * ■ 

Amur Siver line, tne border between iu anchuria and Liberia.) 

There was slligie black unemployment in these days but also very little opportunity 

for better jobs for blacks. There was. not even black clerk in the stores in which I worked r , 

P/&r!T&. <0 ure 0 nrir p cuj k<a , PJac-rG *ytt C'VU*} U'THsYlVb if 

when x got disgusted with how little reporting -paid. Thfy got jr niton cl / jnT— only; When 

I worked in a department store. The Wilmington Dry Soods, the largest in the state, before 

FDR started the National ^ecoverXj- administration , HEi^ I got S2.00 for a Saturday that 

began at 8 a.m. and ended at 9 or 10, when the store closed. Trolley cq rs both ways cos^jg 

only 15 0 but that was too big a hunk of the long days pay so x^ like most clerks, walked. 

For me the round trip wasc^AO city blocks, except that some nights it was much longer 

because to protect them from white drunks I'd often wljfik Italian girls who also walked^ 

home to t/jeir doors before going hoi^myself. 

Sometimes when ,£ quit the Jews I’d get a job ina a 5 and 10. They paid a little 

more. But it was common knowledge that for some of the girls the manager liked^to keep 

t^eir jobs they had to have sex with him in the basement storeroom. Another aspect of 

The Great Repression. 

"T^e Dry," as it was called, did offer good buys. A decent white mens shirt was 
from 880 up and on sale as little as 500. 

When some of the better shops went broke the Dry owner, J.ii.Lasarus, would buy up/t 
their stock and sell it at really cut prices. I once got a paiif of mess dress white gloves 
for 100. I did not need them for dress. I used them inside leather gloves for added warmth 
when iitch-hiked to college at Newark. Shqntung sbArts for a quarter, a good hat for less 
than a dollar, a ieather belt with s real silver buckle for a dollar. 

AfT mot^ly when - 1 needed a suit I d aave up and watchq^: the Philae^ahis Evening 



Bulletin for the items reporting the arrest if Jouth Street clothing merchants for handling 
"hot" goods, stolen merchandise. I'd then hitch-hike to $dladelphis, with about $10 in my 
pockets, go to the thirgj floor of a clothing store, find a suit A liked and wheruaefc more than 
$10 wa^ 1 asked, I'd say that was all A ad and could pay mo more. Af J thought there was 
a chance x could get it for that A'd slowly walk down the and toward the street 

door. I can't remember not getting the suit for 810. And l'd hitch-hike ^ with it, 
my pockets empty. 


i'iost of my clothing through high school and into college was hand-me downs from 
Philadelphia cousins. 

At cost only a dollar for leather half eeele s on men s shoes but may ^times a rH r) 

not have a dollar. So, as did so many, when left home.X folded newspaper up and put 
/A/^y 

it /covering the hole in the soles. 

(?ood oread was 70 a loaf, /fen were caught stealing a /oaf and got as much as 
25-years sentences for it. In those days all were small comer groceries and the bread, 
milk and newspapers were keft at their doors, milk and bread were stoejln by men who bad 
no pobs and no food for their children. 

Between high school and college I worked a long, hard summer and saved $80. Xhat 
was, almost to the penny, all the fees for the first college semester at the University 
of Delaware. I still had books to buy, etc. I -usually had no lunch uniess d brownbagged. 
|&tchphiking was rough in the winter. I got frost-bitten several times. 

Delaware blacks could go to an all-black college at ^over , but Eilmington blades 
could not, as I did, nitch-hike that distance daily. They had to be able to /ive in Doveer, 
(hot far away in Pennsylvania was a black college with a good reputation, Lincoln 
^nityserJLsyC That is where Kwame Kkrumah got his education.} 

I forgot an incident that is at once disgusting and amusing relating to the first 
Geese for feace project, involving the u hina geese. Attention to it included TV coverage 


by Washinggon's channel 7 - .Xt showed our farm and its location. A day or two before they 
were to be shipped, a very icy day, I noticed that some had been stolen. Xt appeared to 
be a mated family, x d sold some to a wealthy Washingtonian who had a farm near Poolseville 
so X phoned him and persuaded him to let me have them back for this project. Reluctantly 
he agreed. So, with my catching hook and a crate, on an icy day x\ka today, I drove there. 
Kis hired hand could and did help ne a little by feelping confine them where I culd reach 
them. (Geese are easily driven. If you want them to stay to the right hold the left band 
or an object in it out and they'd go right.) My bad back was giving^ me trouble, as was the 


glazed pasture, but ultimately I did replace thoe stolen geese. The kind of person who 
would steel what was being given to poor and needy people..... 

When ww- first moved to Frederick, 10/1/67, I was much better known for Geese for 
Peace than for my JFK assassination books, three then published. 





Those younger people who have seen streets being pavdd with concrete or who have 
seen concrete delivered, to construction jobs in truck t&at mixed the concrete while 
being driven to the site may be interested in^laaesw 'Kh&fc no such t^ings^ existed when 
I was a Bajt boy. almost all concrete and m^tar were mixed by hand. On road jobs there 
were very large machines that crawled, like military tanks, with whach concrete was 
mixed where it was to be piured. These machines had a large scoop-lile back end onto 
■GiJjich men shovelled sand, stones and concrete. The machine then lifted this scoop-lile 
end up so thajf by gravity it went into alax turning part like a large steel barrel, 
where the water was added, b'hen the conceete was ready to be poured it was dumped into 
a bucket-like arrangement on a long steel boom. It was propelled along that boom to where 
the machine's operator wanted to dump it. He then did open the bottom, it fell out, and 
men smoothed it byk hand, its one section of the road was poured the machine mavsed back- 
ward, away from it, on its crawling treads, very s±e± slowljt^ C\jw( Se<4i0‘\ Li-liO 

I do not remember whethe^where I lived blacks were given such jobs. I do not 
remember than any were. 





In writing above^thut there was little black unemployment wheTn I was young^I 

forgo l, oo say why:the|Len sold, thexr bodies, common laboiK There were no digging machines 

then and many ditches ttfeo be dug as the country grew. Black men could g6t the more 

dangerous jobs in factories, near where l^ved handling the chemicals in a tannery* ^7-4 

~£ n thowe days streets were cleaned by hand, by men pushing carts and sweeping up 

the trash. Poor men in New York welcomed the heavy show storms because all that show was 

removed from the streets by hand, shovelled into trucks. 

s 

There was no legilated discrimination in Pennsylvania when I went to school there, 
through i,he~ijflc third or fourth grade. But x remember only one black boy in my third or 
fourth grade class. I have reason to. 

One day my mother found cooties in my hair. She went to shcool the next day and 
complained. We had two— student desks, a single bench and two sections <sf the table 
each with a sloped lid we could life for the strage space under it and on which we'd write. 
When my mother complained, this one black boy and I were placed at aingled desk, his oit mine, 
4s I remember his name it was Henry &tlee. 7 never saw a vootie again and I later heard 
that he had become a successful artist and had moved to A, ew York. 

T^ the best of my recolection, blacks could go to all the movdes but I have no 
recollection of seeing any there when we lived in "hailadelphia. This might have been 
because there were so few blacks in the area served iy that movie. The onlg black family 
I remember is that of the Holland of the catering service I referred to earlier, herein 
or toeiore. The only other blacks a I remember is an older black woman, .-¥om Johnson, who 
helpeci my motheft at home from time to time. vShe did smoke a corncob pipe and she did 
|spank me more than my mother did. I know I was expected to treat he/r with respect and > 

I'm certain I did because I recall no awareness of any differences, not then and not later 
when there were a few Chinese students in grammer school with me in Vfilmingdjon. Of them 
I remember only Henry Change because the end joint on one of his thumbs was doubled) The 
only other bla^lc I remember is a man named u arry who worked for my uncle HermrmPx" met and 
knew more in Wilmington where a few more black familes lived where I did. 

One, an older black man known to everyone as "Babe" (Clarkson)had his own home a 
block away. I took his groceries for him in my express wagon exactly as I did our white 
cJ£tomers. His home was one of the few that had space for a small lawn and a large back 
yard, tie kept it neat, gardened, and Tfas universally like. He worked at the ajbnnery, 

I'V e gotten away from the farming, in Montgomery u ounty, then Maryland' s wealthiest, 

I used occasional black labor, men not long out of school. They'd graduated high school ^ar 
and some could neither read nor write-, in the 1950s and first haidf of the 1960s. 



1/5/91 In reading and correcting this, a chore in which I soiae times confabulate, 
seeing what is not there and not seeing what $s and needs correction, I am reminded that 
-‘tLl is unsung in the work I've done, work that without her^would not have been possible. 

Aside from so much typing she wore out a typewriter by the time the first book was 
finished, having begun with typing about a quarter of a million words of angry and pro- 
bably per jorative notes on the VJarren Report, she corrected my spelling and grammar and 

prepared the best indexes by far on the subject., Then she kept the records and did all 

CL-W-h jfMX-* jQUr- 

the work except the packaging on book sales. I was this'common labor. And in the earlier 
days, when I was on the road publicizing the books, she did that also. In 12/67, when 

t 

the second book was out and I'd drawjrattention to it, before I returned from that trip 
she had worn out every pair of gloves she had and her hands were raw. I can't begin to 
estimate how many words of affidavits I filed H~in the many FOIA suits but I think that 
close to a million may not be an exaggeration. Aside from cored ting that ou^uring, almost 
all ol which was done in extraordinary haste, she made the copies that were necessaary — 
did just about everything except write those documents. I tried to express my apprecia- 
tion in my first book, in its dedication, which I meant to apply to those tJjat followed, 
which have no dedications. 

The fire-department suppers reminded me of this. When we started to farm she was 

stili working in Washington, getting up in time to catch a 7 a.m. bus and when it was not 

late getting back about 7 p.m. As soon as we moved to Hyattstown I took over what was called 

f 4 -hn,k +U/t ivjtiKf 

the wbegging" for those suppers. The first year I had one of the older and inactive members 

4 

go with me in my truck to identify those from whom I'd beg. I covered pretty much of the 

then vast territory this department protected, J -t extended from the eastern side of Damascus 

all the way to Dickerson and in the other direction, from five miles north of Gaithersburg 

to about five miles south of Frederick. There were no other fire departments in that area. 

After the first year I knew enough to beg alone and mi^sly I did, unless some old 

codger wanted to go along. After the first year I knew who had the best hams, for example, 

and I'd segregate them from the others, which we'd sell. lli~Ss _ spent three days preparing 

fehe best hams fjftr the supper,. one day parboiling, one soaking, and one baking them, the very 

/% 

best of the area's country hams. People would give whatever they could, cans of lard, live 
chickens, canned goods, sometimes money, and what we did not use at the suppers we sold. 

The fame of those hams was something. I mean as served. We had regulars coming from 
as far away as Alexandria, Va. We'd let those who lefjT their names know by post cards. Ttie 
suppers also included fried oysters and turkey. All you could eat and at a relatively low 
cost the suppers weee profitable. 

I was a problem at the carnivals, where at first I sold tickets to the rides. The 
problem was that I sold tickets to black children and Hyattstown was not ready for that so 

k®^'®^"® long x was relieved of that duty. There were no black firemen then, either, and few 
blacks in the area, those few working as common laborers only, with little education. 
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Sonehow people a»^W in Washington^ learned of his snail garage and how inexpensively 

they could deal with him. They'd save rejbair work and servicing, like greasing, for -> 

Saturday s and drive up for that. They also bought cars from him. He charged only 500 

( zekg NtturriJ 

for a grease job, done by a mechanic who got a home and a weekly salary and also made 

< \ * 

out well. His three sons also worked in the garage on weekends. 

Harry Shames was one of his many Washington-area customers and that is how we met 
when he was an ^tenberg driver. He made out well enough drifting the truck and delivering 
the bakery's products that when x knew him, more than 30 years ago, he already had an 
interest in trotting horses. 3y this I mean half -ownership. Which meant also half the 
cost or buying the animals and half the not inconsiderable cost of keeping them and 
transporting them to tracks and paying entry fees. Jf I guess that Ottenberg' s paid a 
weekly wage plus commissions. 

Before long when Harrj came up he brought us what you may remember, those four- 
pund wheels gsf Jewish rye bread that the restaurants used, bagels, etc. I also used 
to get these and other things from other Sttenberg drivers I met when making my own 
deliveries. Wa had freezers and for just about all the years we farmed we had good bread 
and real bagels. 

When u aryy phoned last night and indicated that he and his wife might come up, I 
toll him not to dare without bringing some real bagels, that around here I can get none 
that have been boiled. Sure enough, he has a friend with an old-fashioned bagel business! 

What led him to phone is his coming across a first-printing of my first book that 
I gave him and he'd not seen in years. It made him think that he has a friend who makes 
movies and that it would make a good movie. I don't think he'll get far with it but I 
think it is wonderful that he wants to try. tUi 4'U^'j? ■'VYU. m 

But it took my mind back, to how people in this country used to become successful 

by ijard work and by clear visions. 

Often of a night when Will "“loyd had something to do that required driving some 
distance he'd ask me to go with him and 1 knew his plans for his sons. I think they then 
did not. And he made them real. I know nothing about their financial condition but I'd 
be surrpised if all are not now wealthy. They've built a large modem garage at the 
other end of town, on land that was once part of a farm of cousins, they have a number 

of employees, and they had homes in Florida and on the Delaware coast that they and their 

employees use for vacations. 

When the older two sons married Wili^ Lloyd built apartments for them over < the 

original garage. Be did almost all if not all of the work. Wh^Ue he could easily have 

bought an electric hand saw he didn&t. Be used a bench saw i loaned him. He also used 

it for the carpentry of a brick building he built next to the garage for a new country store, 

a barber s&op shop $nd three apartments over them. Bping tilings economicallyw was a way' • 
of life and he didn t mind the extra effort as manipulating the long lengths of lumber > 



t 0 and over a table saw rather than taking a hand saw to them. 

4s I thought back over those days and about our uncle I was reminded also of the 
Authentic evil of the FBI, a matteer that in particular interests my friend Joe who you 
do not know. Neither you nor he nor other friends know of the troubles we had in out * 
farming that in tine involved the FBI and its nazi-like practises. Our farming was 
ruined when it was most promising by low-flying military helicopters. The FBI got in- 
volved when I finally filed suit, ft began, as I later learned, with an obvious animus, 
hater, as X thought of this, I decided that it traces back to our friend Leon Josephs on. 
They had him bugged when he and his brother B arne y had the apartment on Sigth Avenue within 
walking distance of BarneyjBs wonderful Cafe Society, the original, the downtown one. 

Pa£t Jackson hac| introduced me to Leon as part of our Joint effort related to the 
Marshall fund to expose the UnAmerican Dies UnAmerican committee of the House of 
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Representatives. Pat was as virulent an anti-Communist as I ever knew and he knew that 

Leon was a Communist and told me so. Leon never asked anything of me and he was a friend. 

Whenever I had to be in New York they let me sleep on the sn^d^and nights "“eon would take ' 

^ „ „ . , . ^ Amy» A/. * 7%e^dc Aid/ 

me to the cafe for that magnificent music, those three boogie-woogie pianists ^ that blues J 

shorter Joe Truner, the fine pianist Hazel Scott 5 whose promising career ended when she 

married Adam Clayton Powell), “ejQ. Horn, who then used the name "gTfe Helena" and who I 

drove home on occasion after she got her pehone call from the her then friend Joe^ Lewis, 

whose wrist-wt^eh watch she wore, the pe master of ceremonies Jack ^uilford and the panti?- 

mi&st tZero Mostel, both already blacklisted and whose rarelae rl - t a-l <atet~talents would M 

have been denied the^ country bd had ^arney not given them Jobs. There never was a place 

like the original o^re society and X doubt if anione ever gave as many young and promising 

artists their professional starts as |amey did. b 1 * . 

Once I needed a minor sinus dperation. Through ^ouis "limey" Colman, who you may 
remember - Limey then lived with me on H St - when he and I were not satisfied with the 
Washin&gn doctors I saw — the question was should I have still another operation on my 
left eye - I was seen by the Consumers tynion medical expert, §r. Harold Aaron. He agreed 
with me and not the Washington doctors, I had sinus trouble. He sent me to a society 
specialist whose office was in the west 80s, after a real workup, and that specialist, 
knowing I was broke and unemployed, did the minor surgery after which I had to return^ 
several times, requiring that I be in New Io±k City fkr more than a week. I spent that 
week with the -Josppnhe Josephsons. 

The sjbedialist? He would not even tell me how much X owed him so .1 could pay h-tm 
when I was able.And he ended my sinus trouble and prevented an unnecessary operation. 

I'm getting to what I think is the original cause of the FBI's original hatred of 
me, Something I for years had trouble foguring out. . 

Cnee when I was there, I think for the period of the operation and postoperative 
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acre, that involved irrigating the sinuses, and I returned, teon had a guest to whom he 
into^duced me. If I cuaght the name I did not remember it but l on g I0ater I jobs 
thought I recognized the face from a picture in the newspapers. The three of us chatted 
a bit and when they wanted to discuss^ something in confidence they left the living room - 
for it. I believe that man was Gerhard Bidder, said to have been a Communist German agent. 

Whether or not this is true, I learned from Pat kackson, who h»ri been told by your 
friend and my acquaintance, 0. John Rogge, who then headed the BJ criminal division, that 
I had been picked up on the bugs of the Josephson's that the FBI had planted in the ceiling, 
from the apartment above their' s. 

411 of that, of course, w as withheld by the FBI when it supposedly was complying 
with my information requests. And that w~as long after Leon died. (By the way, did you 
kqjow there was another brother, a fine man, a Trenton lajiyer and Republican politician? 

I used to visit him when I was a soldier at Port Biz. He was a good lawyer who had cripling 
arthrities in his hands. 

$ack to Will - u loyd, the H3I and our ruined farming. The FBI actually tried to get 
him to condemn me as a Communist. And this was, supposedly, to defend the government in. 
my suit for damages by the helicopters. An aside, they also fixed a retired farmer who 
helped me, a man to whose farm til as a gei girl used to walk to play with his daughter, 
a man who was the nephew of an I FBI special agent who was sent to fix him, to persuade 
him to say he could not recall whiat he did recall very well. We^lm^Ms some time after 
that lawsuit in Baltimore federal court when it got to be too much for Horace Thomposn to 
bear and he came and blurted it out to Idl and me. (> I think he may have been even more 
embarraased because as a fireman I ’ d put in the blood-bank program we had »r>H his wife 
was the first beneficiary . ) The special agents also persuaded neighbors to give untruthful 
testimony , eitk&V by overt lying or by misrepresentation for which my lawyer was not pre- 
pared and which he did not discuss with me so he could vorss-examine them. These were 
what used to be called simple country people who were intimidated by even a visit by 
federal agents. Host damaging, however, was ‘^hompson^s false claims not to recall all the 
dead and torn =up chickens he personally removed from tne buildings after the overflights 
when I was not there, when I was delivering. If those who processed these records for 
disclosure in response to my information requests had the remotest idea ho& untrue they 
were I'm sure they'd have been withheld under some phonied-up claim to exemption. They 
did not oven withi©d,the names of those interviewed, as they could have done under the 
privacy exemption or the one usually invoked to hide sources. This is how I know who was 
induced to say what and that Mill ^oyd told them he had no reason to believe I was a 
Communist, which I wasn t, then or ever. But the suborning of Horace i honipson_ ) s perjury 
was withheld. Yet despite all of that I did win, not much, but I established a new principle 
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In time the four of us became good friends, visiting back and forth, "Boo,j/as 
the general was called, was a fine person, strongly democratic and proud of th^4emo- 
cratic tradition of his country, like/to come up and work in dur garden. /J£e used to call 
me "Mr. ^hicken," and when he’d leave he say such things as "Mr. ^bicken, I left my 
headache in your garden." I'm reminded and again I digress. 


One Saturday afternoon he made a surprise appearance with three strangers, he 
introduced them as ■ J r. ^ellagamba, the chief medical officer of the u ruguayan array, his 
wife and his little daughter. Boo said they had only a few minites but he wanted to 
show the little girl the chickens 0 And they stayed for anly a few minutes* saying the decor 
doctor's plane had just landed but the first of his many appointments was for later that 
afternoon. 

When as usual the next Wednesday morning I delivered what he had ordered, he asked 


me to have breakfast with him. I said I'd had breakfast but he insisted so I sat and 
breakfasted with him again. In a few minutes he said he had sifa^hing to tell me «riH that 
first of all he wanted me not to be concerned or in any way frightened. Then he told me 
that what he had to say he did not completely understand himself but he had enough of an 
understanding, fie then said, 'Dr. Bellagamba says about your wife ..."and c/what thajj 
doctof had said was that there appeared to be something wrong with £il' s eyes but not 
to be concerned, that something coming from atomic bxkx bomb work would provide a definir ' 
tifee answer and she should see her eye doctor. Well, we then were members of^ Group Halth^ 
and Lil’s annual checKup, which included her eyes, was in the recent past. So, I told Boa 
this and asked him how Pip. ^ellagamba could see with casual observation was^xhe doctors 
had not detected with close Examination. I recall his response very well: 


"Mr. Chicken, in your country your doctors have wonderful machines and equipment 
and they are as good as these devices. But in my country doctors have onky one machine," 
and with that he tapped his head. 


£ was then reminded of something he'd once said when we were talking, that as a 
general in command of an army on the J&azilian border, rough and sparsely-settled land, 
there was no army doctor and he had responsibility for the hea;th of his men. I gather 
from this that he'd become a sharp observer of symptoms. I think also that this was the 
real reason for that surprise visit by the doctor, that he thought he'd seen something 
out of the ordinary inZil's eyes. 

Well, I was impressed enough to tell Hi and she want back to and was greeted 
with indignation. In effect, how could a virtual barbarian see what they could not see. 

I also had a customer who was the medical director of the United Mine Workers' Health and 
Welfare fund#. So 1 old him*4his story and he phoned someone atd&HA and they took another 
look at jail's eyes and either on GHA's or this doctor's efforts and interest akxwHsakdxx 
s^e wound up as both an out-pateient and in-patient at the National Institute of Health. 


At first they thought she had g£ucoma and they treated her for that for s#ome years£) 
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tfeey. tre a ted h e r- for - t hat* Ultimately it was decided that she didn t have glaucoma. 

/ 

In the courseof time Boo was recalled^ to become the chief of staifff of the army. 

But he did not take 'Eileen with him. ^il though tdr wou/d be nice for us to take her in 
until she could get a new start and we did that. For several yeaxs&f Two of those years 
she had a job of going around trie country putting on theatricals for groups wanting to 
raise money, gf company provided all the Scenery and the* cripts and %lneep was the 
director and producer. 

t 

Another digressuon as I'm reminded. O n ce when she was youtting on a performance at 

iu arion, North pr-$puth ^rolina, she became friendly with a man who had a dry-cleaning 

business and when they were talking about whiskey she told him that I liked corn whiskey, 

and that when we lived in "Virginia, which had wartime rationing, X use to get com whiskey 

for myself with my ration and bonded bourbon with Z"il*s for our guests. (Actually, 

the com whiskey I preferred had the most honest labelling I recall. Xt was ''Singing Sam" 

and the label read, "T^is whiskey is warranted not to be more than 30 days old.'j) So, 

Eileen's much-amused friend said that he waS reminded, that in the dry couhty in which 

he lived he also was out of whiskey. So, they got in his car and he drove to see the 

sheriff. The sheriff also was reminded that his stock was r unning low. Not to worry, he 

said, he had the best local bootlegger in jail. Although he did not have the still in 

jtdl he made it possible for this man, in jail, to make enough com whiskey for himself, 

for theory-cleaner and for me! -4.1 got a letter from Hleen telling her that a 

Turkish woman friend who had an exclusive jewelry business in Washongton was visiting her 

and for me to go to her place of business the coming Wednesday, that she'd have something 
, h^r>y heeife 

for me. The pgejr woman was terrified. She had three pints of corn whisket in an assortment 

A 

of bottles and was she glad to get rid of it! 


Somehow BHaee Eileen got to be friendly with a Washington ^ lawyer, Jesse ^hessin. 
He used to visit us and we became fr oidn s, his mother became a customer and nil and I grew 


to be very fond of her. when we had the helicopter troubles, having last contact with 

all the Senate committee Jawyers 1 knew, I asked Jesse to represent us. Me agreed and then 

he said we really needed a specialist and he'd gotten that firm for us, Eauh and Silard. 

Of Americans for |Jenocratie Action. I'm sure you krSw about Joe Eauh, who even then was 
OA/ 

well known a^s head, then or soon, of ADA and as one of the most diligent sold warriors 

not of the right. Johhny, younger than Joe^ was the nephew of the famfus scientist who 

spelled the name without Anglicizing it, Sgzillard. 

I tiled to interest J ohnny in the facts of the case and once'persuaded him to go to 
a. / 

the Universkty If Mryland School or Agriculture for expert witnesses. I was well known 
there and they as well al?s the Department of Agriculture Beltsville experimental station 
used me as a consultant on quality marketing. Johnny never did take a statement from 
any of these willing sgricuktural scientists, never thought of using one as a witness. 



When X askec hify why he said it wasn^t nececccary and I took his word. Alas!!! 

When the time came we were court in Baltimore. Johnny, as it turned out, 

ijad never interviewed Horace Thompson, who was to be our maun witness. When Horace 
deveko|)ed the faulty memory, Jesse spoke to Johnny and they improvised Jesse as a wit- 
ness, as indee^ie had been, ffe had been at the farm whan visiting Eileen when he saw and 
heard the helc^pters flying over, heard the commotion from the chicken houses, and had 
seen the terrified shickens tearing each other up. I, of course, was a not impartial 
witness. And as I^d not realized, d ohnny had not even gpne over the testimony he wanted to 
take from me. Fortunately, we all got to the courtroom early and he and Jesse nfgaged in 
some heavy discussion. x t was then that for the fkrst time I heard of "proof of loss.? 
Johnny had not even questioned us about that and I, trusting him, had not even thought of 
it. I heard "proof of loss2 when I was cross-examined £ Our claim did not include any and 
neither did direct testimony! I was further confounded when the government attorney handed 
±mone ~ taX returns for consecutive years, directed my attention to the figures for 
*gkss income, and they were about the same. So how did I have any loss? 

if it had not been for ^esse's accidental presence when the chickens went crazy 
from fear of the helcCopters, I'd have lost. As it was the judge said in his decision that 
he did not believe me but did believe ‘'esse. So, without a^y proof of loss, he eame up 
with the fugure of S750 e iut the important thing was the precedent. jStlt was only when I got 
home and told Idl oi the disaster- she'd had to stay home to tend the chickens and Johnny 
had not even considered using her as a witness - that 1 learned what I'd not thought of # 
under the great stress of that cdrss-examination: we had doubled out capacity during the 
period covered by those two tax returns. 3 0 , we'd had a loss equal to our gross of the 
pervious year#/ 

The overf/ights had continued and we ' d sued for only the damage up to the time 

of filing, and /Johnny was i/t different about additional litigation. I made a number of 

efforts to get new counsel and failed, largely because fine lawyers are often incapable of 

simple arithmetic. I wound up for a while representing msyelf and I did ever so m uch 

better than Johnny in my own negotiations with the defense department. I interested the 

°^ fice through the Secretary, who had them assign a lawyer to look out 

for~our~interasts^ fie turned out to be a decent and fine man, and $e arranged a conference 

at the -Pentagon, with him and me and representatives, operational and legal, from all 
. , h&V-Z 

services. Johnny refused to go with me and that^cost his firm a real pot because of the 

deal I was able to work out and which was agreed to. 

But before I suspend for the walking, through two women A knew who were on th£ public 
information staff of Children ^s hospital I was sent to the man then kn&wn as the k-in g 0 f 
torts/ in Washington, Alvin ^eumeyer. He listened to me and then said, "Mr. Meisberg, you 
are a famous man in the law books. That was a real surprise to me. So we went into his 
library, he got a book down, turned to an airport-nfiise case filed in Western -Pennsylvania, 



and showed me that those litigants had gotten 5 million dollars in damages based r^stirely 
on the precedent I'd set. But he declined to^presetn me. I ;.sged him why, in view of the 
prec^nt. %s answer was that under the federal torts claims act he was limited to 2<J/o and 
he could get all the business he wanted at 33 c /°» I was aghast, ^e'd taken a $5,ooo claim 
for one of those women, of fcfcich he'd gotten a third, ftet he could have filed for us for 


a million or more , depending on medical evidence of our suffering, and he declined because 
h^could get oniy a fifth of that! 

I'll have to digress when I return to tell yoi^oow I got to know those women at 
£ > '&$ldren s hospital, where I was every Easter. 

Later, Asjf now recal, whether I wrote the Secretary of Defense or its general coun- 
sel McLaughton, it is from him that I got a response. Be reviewed the supposed fact, had 
it all wrong, I corrected fern and implied that his pilots were with maps as he was with,!' 
fact, 2 nest 1 heard he'd ref erred the matter to an assistant general counsel named 
(approx) Hiedenfuhrer, who assigned Walter Morse, from whom I also heard. 

At the conference all branches admitted liability and I was told to file claims, 
fter 1 did the Amy, worried about precedents, decided not to live up to the agrees 
ment and went to BJ, Civil. Which sealed anxious to litigate. 

I finally got counsel by following the suggestion of our then Congressman, later 
Senator Charles /Ikthias' wife, nee Ann Bradford. Edward Bennett Wi lliams did take the 
case and assigned one of his staff, Peter Taft, to ito Only he then kept Taft too: busy 
with other mattersm like getting draft exemptions for Red£~ikn players, one a quarterback 
as i now remember. lime passed, X saw ^'aft often, he kept apologizing for his inability 
to do much of anythin^etc. j_ s the grandson of thd President, son of another pol. 
the end, as X did not know and had not agreed to, Williams gave X’aft the case as a per- 
sonal case and while Taft was driving out to Orange County, CA, where he intended to 
begiim a political career, he wrote us from the aouthwest resigning from the case. I wrote 
the judge, a conservative named Rozell Thomsen^, asking to see him, and met with him and an 
assistant USA in chambers. Before t^en ne.'d had a bad experience with -^oe Rauh and he 
must have realized that Silard had not really prepared his case. />e did recognize me jbro 
se and I did offer to give the government access to all my records, production and financial. 
I then told the judge that when I was able to discuss what happened in court with my wife 
and only therTreeSTremembered that we had doubled out capacity, etc., and those records 
would all be available. He turned to the Assistant USA and said look, this man has already 
won his case. The only question is of damages, fie is offering you unlimited access and X 
think you should accept his offer and get this overwith. The USA said he would, stalled, 
finally came out when x kept pushing him, and was interested in nothing at all. So, X 
continued my search for counsel in Baltimore, where I knew none, -aad^hen I read that 

j[~ ^ 

the assistant USA on the case that was tried had entered private practise asked him. ge 
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saii| he couldni^fc but he got Harvey Clapp, of the state's largest firm, at least then, 

^enable, Baetjer and Hoiiard, to take the case. 

411 Harvey could tliink about vfke^negatives . Lasers should, of course, try to 

anticipate all they might f ace, but nothing else? To begin with he was quite excdted and 

even introduced me to the lawyer who would handle it in court and he, too, was excited* 

. . M/ 

.without even trying to learn whether Idl and/or I had szffered injury he started pressing 

‘I 

me to accept a small settlement out of court. Taft had tried to get me to accept $1,500, 

which DJ did offer, and I rejected. I think Harvey began with $5,000, which I also rejected. 

'ft+l 1h*ti e M C/cipfo / £) T X 

He told thd government this^ and - also , w hen -j c kept' after me , gave i^rmy offer, to settle 

for the amount of my remaining mortgage on this place as of the day of settlement. Harvey 
was certain they'd not accept iiy§ut they did, immediately. They knew what ^ arvey was 
too thick to appreciate, that I could jppove that much in damages to the business and more, 
that I then understood proof of loss, and that if I collected so much as a single cent 
in personal damages it would set still another precedent they wanted yfmot to have. 

I would not accept taking the fee from what I d get and Harvey was so chicken or 
so anxious to get out from under that he compromised the sum added for his fee. He didn't 
even deserve that because in his going over the records he failed to detect what the govern- 
ment alleged correctly, that Edward Bennett Williams , the r~ eknowned counsel, had let 
the statute of l im itations run 1 I'd thought that I tolled it when I filed the claims. 

When 1 learned that Williams had been negligent I got Jim Hesar, my young 
lawyer friend who'd been handling my FQIA cases, to inform the firm that I was going to 
sue for negligence. The case was, I thought and in fact it was, solid. But they got 
of all things a filse affidavit from Garvey Clapp and with their influence i&ey won and 

Vl 

were immune from the rgossest kind of negligence. If I can only wonder ho^they got ^arvey 
to swear falsely, I am inclined to believe that if there was not some special kind of 
relationship between the firms, which could account for ^arvey’s failure to tell me I 
had an action against Williams, it was likely because both firms had these, same insurer. 

Whatever, t/?is isTtatoaoThow we got to own this place. When 1 bought it I asked 
from a mortgage fof only a short period of time because Dell owed me $35,000 that 
was due^fcflSeptember. (We settled in June, 1967.) But my bank suggested tl^at instead of 
six months we make it for a year and six months because they knew better than I some of the 

it 4./ wr it ■ 

things that cguld go wrong. Boy were they right! And did I have to sweat from time to 

7 / 

time to m a k e the quarterly payments! But they always extended the time. The bank was f^ina. 

And I do not think this was because the president, who looked like a jnnkee trader, was 

my customer. & •***? ! 

I'm again lost in my own meanderings, so 1 go back to those Children' s '44spital women. 

jr We had a fine flock of geede and gras I hagChed their gwxitgggs eggs ttf? get the 



goslings that X raised and sold to individuals and to restaurants. The latter in- 
cluded some you may recall* Chez Francois , which may have been called the Three Musket- 
eers in your days in Washington, on the first block of Gonn. Ane,, NW, in that small 
botel opposite the Chamber of Commerce £uilding|jthe Statler and what then was the finsest. 


the Madison. And my German restaurateurs for their own consumption. 

Ordinarily geese lay large eggs. l$xen they lay double-yolk egep, which do nht 

hatch, they were three/qparters of a pound each.. So, I got the idea of how attarctive 

(ihM 

they could be from the butcher at the Madrillon, which I'm sure you'll recall, who asked 
me for one for his son to take to the egg roll for easter at the White Mouse. The kid was 


a major sensation with it and that impressed me 0 

(We have one made into a jewerly box by the wide of a then Congressman, lounger 
of California, mother of the later Los angeles DA Eville. I'd let women Jike her have 
them for their craft uses.) 

io the next years I save/these monstrous eggs for Ghildren^s Hospital in Washington 
and /(email's Children's hospital in ^lltimore. I'd deliver them in Washington myself but 
to get them to Saltimore I arranged a promotion that would help the local Civil Air 
Pa tool. They'd fly the eggs to Baltimore, where TV Channel 2 licked them up and delivered 
them to the hospital, where they photographed the happy kids. 


The Washington hospital women took case of the publicity, which X shunned. X did 
not want tc^ appear to be exploiting sick kids. In turn that made Moa Hessen, then a 
reporter on /£he NBC TV station?' in Washington, a friend. §Fe brought his own boy, about 
to die from the Wilms canx£r that usually killed very young children, to the farm and 
got double y*- pleasure, his sons and his own. (Hon later was with NBC, was wounded in 
Viet Nam, and had married a Viet Namese woman after his divorce. Later he was «terry Ford's 
press officer and latev still headed Mutial Mews.) 

I saw the joy in the faces of thos sick and hospitalised kids and it was j^*eal 


satisfaction. 

When I resume I'll tell you the nature of the ruined business. 

I've often through tljiat my biggest assets were ignorances of poultry raising and 
awareness of that ignorance. I did not have to unlearn the misconceptions taught me by 
parents who also knew little about raising poultry* I did not have to unlearn the ig- 
norance of generations. 

We bought about 13 acres on the edge of the villgge, land not farmed since a crpp 

c/e tire/ 

of corn was planted to it in 1898. A large part was overgrown with woods and I o3*ted 


much of it by hind. Good exercise, too. No injuries, either, unless you count catching 
poison ivy when I was burning brush from a large tree and standing in the smoke when I 
urinated. Then we began to p/an for building the house. I got a man tk do the bwiiAflx i n g 



bulldozing for the basement, which he cut out of the side of the hill on the bottom of 
which our land lay. He had to bring his bulldozer ISSiTfrom Frederick, about 12 miles, 
and 1 bogght an abandoned wodden shack with a good metal roof, 20 feet long, for $20 
and he brought it down for another &&S3: §10. It was still in good shape, none the worse 


for no paint, 15 years later when we left the farm. 

To get the shack on his flatbed he'd had to cut down and trim two pinfe. treets to 
use as skids. He dragged tjfc- to where I wanted it and left it on those skids. 

X engaged a crew of neaby country carpenters ti> do the building on their word that 
they could do all the work except the wiring and plumbing and learned only thx later that 
they did not understand even he.s±c carpentering,. 

The day they were to pour the concrete footing for the cinderblock walls Lil had 
exploratory surgery that pasted five hours at George Washington University hospital, so 
I wasn’t there. The next day t learned that their idea of reinforcing the concrete was to 
toss all the reinforcing rods £ had bought into the contrete as it was poured. They mis- 
used a hell of a lot of reinforcement that way. I’d gotten it from a friend who had a 
junkyard in Georgetown, ^op Selis, for its value as junk. Most of it was £o reinforce a 
three-sided coxjjbete tunnel and its foundation that Will Lloyd planned to build over 
about 50 feet of creek so he had ready access to an inaccessible part of the land on 
which his garage stood. 

I was spending days with Lil while she was hospitalized and for a period of time 
before she could return when she was living in the apartment of a friend with whom she'd 
worked for the .Reconstruction Finance Corporation. During that time they managed to get 
the cinder blocks walls up and the roof rafters in place. But only after we had the build- 



fired that crew. I got a screw jack that was strong eniugh and raised the steel girder 

through the house from end to end, shimmed underneath where it was too low, and had the 

floor level. O^ce we were in I started the raise chickens and a few animals. It was 

rather comfortable, with five-foot windows, casements, om both ends and large windows 
J c 

on the longAJall. We used a chamber pot until I could dig the spectic, tank. .That took 

pithy 

19 days! I wore out tools in the solid rock but got it done and laid the "block and 

A 

punred the concrete top myself. I also di ^ the wiring before we moved in so we’d have 
light and electricity to pump water instead of pumping it by hand as did until then. 

From time to time I had some help but I did most of the work on the farm bhildings. 
Rather economically, too, as I learned how to save money. y , 

Those two pine-tree trunks about 22 feet long? I lifted one h^sKof each and worked 

my way down it until it was balanced and then carried it uphill to there my truck was 
parked, the last four feet rather steep where the cut for the road had had to be filled^ 



(~ry\ ilvi^ y 

^ To keep from bing hit by traffic^ I had -uil' s/eousin u eorge ^arvington Price, 
called Cqrve, ready to block traffic^ and X thus got the thicker and heavier end on the jp 
truck first. I did this two times then got u arve to get onto the truck body and sit on the 
first lob) while I tied it down because it was more than twice the length of the body, 
then to do this with the second lo^g, and then to sit on them both while I drove about 
15 miles to a sawmill run by a nice older man named bliff Watkins. For 20 a board foot, 
which is a square foot 1 inch thick for calculations, and from those two logs X got, in 
addition to odds and ends of one-inch boards, all the 2x4s X needed to~^±~make the sills, 
which is the part that fs attached to the footing or foundation, and two more to go adrund 
the top of the stud framing, called the plates, wjfco times each for the builiding that was 
gxi&ix hyx£&±xx 12x 40 feet. Except for the doors, which I made from lumber I bought, the 
rest was random lengths, widths and thicknesses of prime oak logs that were scrap when 
all that could bd used for ^fveneer was^sawed off. I got truckloads of that for 05.00 a 
load. I sawed the random boards into the length I wanted by hac^n and then to the widths on 
the table saw i loaned Will Lloyd later. I was able, hy-a Vri mm-ing, to have a fairly regular 
outer surface of the walls by shimming with bits of wood and X covered the whole things 
with roll siding patterned like bricks that you probably have seen in the country. I did 
all the work, carpentry^ concrete, plumbing and eletferical myself and enjoyed it. 

Similarly i then build two buil/jlngs of tfe^^proximate dimensions downhill from 
this one and then closed the space between them for use as a feed rom. Then I went to 
work on the main henhouse, 24x65$ ]§wo storiijg'^ I even poured a concrete floor on the 
aecond floor to make it easier to clean and healthier for the fowl. It was my finishing 
and using the second half of this building that was not in my mind at the trial. 

The business grew like Sopsy^i largely unplanned and mostly by people seeing 
what j- delivered and by bein^ told of its hi^ quality by friends. 

But first maybe you'll be interested in some of the economies that enabled me toW 
built this relatively large building. 

I learned of a South Carolinian who had moved toMaryland, less than 2 $ miles away, 
to supply both veneer wood and cheap wood, poplar lumber, for the furniture factories 
down there. shipped what they could use by rail and worked what was left into lumber 
of stan dard dime nsions. It was not perfect and he delivered that if I got a truckload or 
more for 5±?^xx five and a half cents per board foot. I used his fairly regular lumber, as 
regular as rough-sawn can be, for the major framing and much of the siting. Meanwhile, 
the construction of the main road to Washington had begun. This meanTthat some of the 
land past the end of our place, 90 feet of the road side of our place j be£a^' taken for 
the spprtoach to the cloverleaf, was needed by the State .411 at the north side and the 
amount needed for widening the road on the south side. JDjjie land on the so^th was owned 

by another and a rather wild, impulsive and easily-anger Carolinian j^^^a^/calloway. 

A 



^rank had built a successful restraurant in Bockville and sold it, the bhidt" 
another in ^aithersburg and sold that, and i&nixt and tween had his family actually 
living in a tent! 

We used to J^et milk when we had no goats giving it from a neighbor to the west. 
One morning when I was there ti get a gallon Frank stalked in about to explode in 


a anger. 

He complained about all the beautiful trees along the roadfront that had been taken and 

cut off by the contractor who was to build the clover leaf. She first dumb sonofabitch 

who offers me $20 can have it, he exlaimed. Without a word a gaTee him a 20 and left to 

give AH the milk and. arrange to have the jin gs hauled to Cliff Watkinses. They were 

literally primeaval trees as much as four faehee in diamtter, poplars and sycamores. 

above the height of the fenstbs that could have been stapled to it they were beautiful 

logs for veneer manufacturers and the sycamores^ were much in demand for popsicle sticks. 

Only the men who delivered the large and heavy raJod equipment on flatbed trucks 

o 

ids and 


also knew this and when they left the trucks were not empty. They stole thous 
thousands of boad. feet fronrj^ me. Most of what they were not able to steel before I learned 
what they were doing was sycamore, with which I’d had no experience. It gets very, very 
had to get nails into. But I got much more than $20 worth to the w a«wmill and back. I could 


haul: it back after it was sawed into lumber and did. I used that fir the internal studding 

But by then I could not get a nail into it? I used two methods: a cake of soap in my 

nail apron and actually drilling the nail holes. It also twisted some but that was no 

problem where all that was attached to it was screening to keep the chickens out of the 

sjbaces I used for feed. Ac 

I got to be friends with the construction-crew foreman, who was innocent of the 

thievery, and in a sense he paid me back. Th^y had to order more concrete than they figured 

they needed as they built the bridge over the road on which we lived so he told me to be 

ready for the surplus the ends of working days. I got the footings for the second half of 

that fesxi&d building and the concrete for the first floor fj&ee that way. I built a *4fboden 
& CJi- ivtntefiJ ' 

chute and ab/mt dark a concrete truck would rumble up. I had a wooden device for spreading 

it when I had to but to begin with, when I'd not had time to fill low spaces with earth, 

the concrete was as much as three feet thick. What a solid floor I had! I didn’t by any 

/c 

means get a perfect or perfectly smooth floor but it was fine - and fee, except for much 

■ A 
very hard work. You can t delay with conrete. it s& sets rather ralpidly. So I spread it 

with a two by four bolted and graced to a two~by»two handl^ and when there was time, 

smoothed it with a trowel. 

As you can feather, I was pretty strong. Those^ logs were quite heavy, 

1 /8/yi In the eight days since writing this I’ve been involved in other things, in- 
cluding being snowed in, as we are again this early morning, before daylight, so I can’t 
see^what the conditions are outside but in clearing the road the country throws snow that 

freezes into the end of the lane and that, in my present condition^ isolates us until I 



can get help D So, I'm confsued. I don't now recall what I was writing about in the proceed- 
ing pages, not clearly, and can't distinguish between that and what I have in another 
memoire nob^more than 70 pages. 

On strength, and not to boast but to indicate the actuality, I got mononeucleosis 
when J fanned. I was ill for some time before talcing the time to go to the doctor, fie 
said it would take about three more weeks to run its course and until then to do no work 
and rest as much as I could. I had no choice. I worked every day and made my deliveries 
in Washington with mono. And in about three weeks it was over. 

When reading and correcting, I made a few notes, some without reference to any page 
numbers and some citing a few. Maybe if I reread this I'll see what .1 had in mind with 
those that do not follow. 

On what is now numbered page 9, "my work coping with chicken stresses." Some of 
this comes to mind now. Stress was then a very new concept in human medicine and was not 
mentioned in any of the poultry literature. I had to do my own thinking, trying to figure 
out how to cope with it. 

I remember < sjuing some drugs used in human medicine, Ciba's serpacine, reserpil, as 
I recall the chemical name. I did work some some drug houses in those days and got to 
have friendly relations with some. They provided what I used. At Ciba the chief vet was 
named George and we use to meet annually at the Hnivevsity of Mary land's annual nutri- 
tion conference in Washington. I think this was a drug for high blood pressure and was of 
some help but not enough. 

I turned to environmental efforts. Some - and I did write for the poultry magazines- 
was used by the National Institute of Health. I remember that one such sfie was at a 
conference in A1 ew Zealand and had to do with my raising chickens in varying degrees of 
total darkness, when they did not know day from night because all except electric light 
was blocked out. Those buildings - insula ted^ad controlled the air with fails that also 
removed the maisture. TJiat worked fine in part because it tended to keep them from 
hearing and identifying external noises, like those of the chopper that suggested hawks to 
the fowl. I'd start the chicks this way and gradually increase the light until the/ pullets 
matufed, when X moved them into the hen house. 

I moved the first of these into the hen house while I was still completing it. They 

tuwtj ^ 

were then so^ immune to the stress of loud noises I have pictures of gullets wjaking around 
me and the cement asbestos board with which x lined the pens while I was using an electric 
handsaw on that material. x t made quite a ncbi£e , too! The pullets even flew up on my head 
and shoulders and I have pictures of that, too. I had them so tame it is hard to believe. 

But in the course of time, once in the hen house, they were influenced by the bessh 
behavior and the reactions of the fowl already stressed and reacting to it. 

I also did some work for Pfizer, on young chickens raised for food. If I do not 
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remember whether I've mentioned this in the past I'll probabl| risk duplicating what * have 
because some of it is interesting, 1 thinko 

''Customrs for Xmas business” is another note, apprently referring to the sane page. 

I don^t and can't remember them all but I do recall some and some ckf the recipients. 

I think I mentioned FDR's first office-holding attorney general, Homer Stille 
Cummings, in connection with Harlan bounty. I say the first to hold office because the first 
he appigted did not live to take office. He had just married a much younger 'woman and he 
did not survive the honeymoon. The suspicion at the time he died is the obvious one - over- 
ex ertion. Cummings was married to a much younger woman also, he developed a friendly re- 
lationship in which th^on^y problem was my staying out of her bed. Not the only such 
problem when JL made deliveries to the homes. Mrs. Cummings had become an alcoholic but I 
never knew her to be in any way disagreeable. They had a fine and expensive place on 

SbAtni 


ForjPest Lane, in the 


D w 


Valley section, at a 


end and with a fair amount of ground. 


(When 1< fxon became Ike's vice president I wondered how in the world he could have gotten 
the money to pay for that place and I can't think of how he could have honestly. But 
through mutual friends I got him a caution about the hazards of the back stairs, down 
into the kitchen, poorly-illuminated winders down which from time to time Mrs. Cummings 
fell.) 


Mrs. H ammi ngs would phne us often and not infrequently rather late at night. She 

just wqnted to talk or was full of ideas for us. She developed a liking for -nil although 

they'd never met. We still have a cut-glass salad bowl, bound in silver, with silver 

serving sppon and fork she gave us one Xmas. 

As we started our business -kll made a few jams, jellies and preserves that I'd take 

and sell. Mrs. Cummings liked them very much and she was the beginning of our Xmas-present 

business, with these delicacies. She asked if we could make them fop her and ■ u il did. I 

bad a label printed, bought small jars of different sizes for the different products, she 

juA* da! i i/epej in 

gave iC the names and addresses, and we mailed them for her, all over. They were really 

*7 

exceptional and became very popular for home use as well as for presents. 

I have no clar recollection Jaf how we got started selling our socialized chickens 
as Xmas presents but I am sure that the Cummingses and his law firm were among the first. 

I made personal delivery in the Washington area and shipped frozen birds by mail in 
dry ice. Olin allowed me to make the packages up at the plant on NE First street, just 
above Florida Ave., anound the corner from the Safeway buic/ding that included its bakery. 
(And a mechanic who moonlighted. He did some auto repairs for me and I think for you.) Bmy 
was that cold! Working ourside and with chunks of dry ice that love to stick to whatever 
touches them! I remember that one of those who got our indivksual-serving birds from the 

law firm was one of its clients, the Dominican dictator, Raphael krujillo. I'll come back 
to him and his military attache, who was a* relative and alscT’jT customer, and quite a 



herein 

character, with a /ong list of names that include d Samuel Fernanda ....Castillo, k e was 
known as Nando.. Other members and employees of that law firm also were customers gnri 

at least one other partner used the birds as presents, among the other uses they made 

P GSSc C i cCr! ifk 

that come to mind was for a ,gbnquet at the Mayflower for the fancy jewelers^ they rep- 
resented in Washington. 


1 


One of the advantages of these fine birds fhr presents was that there could be no 

f 

taint of using presents for influence while letting the recipientspcnow they were remembered. 

How widely the recipients~XMxia^Panged ! I remember at least one Supreme '-’ourt Justice, 

i’om Clark, who accepted the birds at his apartment door. ECA's lobbyists used them. Even 

5 cock guiSeth 

a bice president of NBC News, whose secretary was a customer, used some of oufcr live 
rare ducks as a present for Arthur iodfrey, w|jo was a CBS star and had a farm near 
Leesburg, Va. Godfrey loved them. 


Tricky Dick Nixon got a dozen from International Lapse's lobbyist, who was a customer. 
a , ycn-i of 

Ulixon never even t hacked himj ) I delivered them to the former Ctunmings home. 

During the winter the dy^iee kept them when I shipped them as far as California. 

If I was not the first to do this I was one of the f|rst. Another early one was 

Victor Borge, who had a farm in Connecticut. 

i ft c imjca 

Anyway, our customers were le creme de la creme. And the birds were, too. xn the 


only dressed-phultry competition ever held, by the /Ifartheastern Poultry Producer's 

*r\ 

Council, we won first ydrize with the individual servings and third with roasters. 

Our quality was so exceptional that once when Pfizer converted a Waldorf ballroom 
into a barnyard, they asked us to provide botbjp? the live and dressed poultry for it. We 
may have visited you at your office on our way home then. But there was a blizzard. The 
live chickens never got out of Frederick but we managed to catch one of the very few 
trains that left Washington for New York that day and I had several bo)fes of frozen birds 
that x kept on the train platforms and watched at every stop. 

W We'd gotten to know quite a few of the food editors after --dl won the national 
chicken-cooking championship and I the national barbecue championship so they were not 
all strangers. But one of Pfizer's real problems was that those women could not have efcred 
less about the live animals, like a steer that weighed almost a ton, with a fistula in 
his middle from which they withdrew partly digested food for analysis, but bby did they^ 
stop to admire our birds. The Pficer people finally asked me to try to speed the editors 
up when they got to our display but they soon learned that there was nothing I could do 
because I was meremly responding to their questions. 

Getting there was, as you can imagine, quite an adventure, and not°inict-fy offlH ; he 
because there were so few trains that even tried to make it. I did get a cab at j6enn 
Station and -Kll did go to our room while I arranged to keep the boxes I carried in a 
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WhMW o-wn> 

Waldorf kitchen freezer. VrhiA%_a^ I got to thfiroom Hi was pretty angry in addition to 
having developed a strong migrane headache . A maid was there, after midnight yet, and 
Idl {was glowering. After the maid left idl explained it to me. When shs got into the room 
it had not been cleaned. The ash trays were overlowing. But she felt so ill she got ready 
for bed and turned back the sheets. There she saw the obvious evidence that the bed had 
been used by a rather active whore! 

She did ndj/get rid of the headache but nonethelsss did her part of the job Pfizer 
had asked of us rather well despite it. 

When it was all over, the second or the third day, two of the Pfizer chemists with 
whomfc'd worked and who used to visit us, asked us to go# to Peacock Alley with them for 
a few drinks. LfS. 1 didn t feel much lidk it but did and that gave her the only kind of any 
relief she had- comic relief. 

Of the food editors also at the table I remember only one by name, Isabel Rennie, 

S*/) 

whose husband was a surgeon. Tha L «oulruU deuce got The Forum of the twelve Caesers as a 

\foe 

customer. She intnddced me to iff Baum, the manager, and to where I did no good, at the 
Hawaiian $oom across the street from the Waldorf. ¥w went there that bitter cold evening 
or night with onlt) what we were waering to the Peackock Room, Isabel was a friend who 
really wanted to help us! 

Once when those two Pfizer organic chemists were visiting us they tried some sake 

til had made and lovecj it. So, when they asked for the recipe she gave each a copy. x± 

While socializing over the drinks one of us asked them how it had turned out. They were 

honest in their sheepishness. For one the wine never stopped working. For the other it 

gelled! B 0 me chemists! is For all their skills they could not do what Til did in an old 

Mom M 

10-gallon crock we still have, a real antique. Made Lil was helped because we had that 
crock behind an old wood-burning stove that gave us all the heat we had. 

z^iyway, our birds were sort of famous for Xmas presents, sone of the recipients 

'Hi 


sope used them for presents. Toward the beginning of 


themselves bcame customers and 
cold weather I’d start freezing our supply, for which we took orders. I had four ice- 
cream cabinets at home and also jsjued the Southern States freezer at Gaithersburg. 

How for Hando^^ter a break. He was one of many customers we had in the diploma- 
tic set ranging from the ambassadors to embassy employees, and I’m digressing again. We 

had a series of Pritish ambassadors, fin part because they liked, what they ate and in part 

4 M> their { 

because their chef, a frenchman whose name I remember as Marcel (he latpd became a partner 

^ betk'i yi/f 

in a motel operation near College Park; like/it. He got eggs for his^cooking commercially 
but those for the family, particularly, for breakfast, for me. He even got some of the 
individual-serving. birds for Minston ^hurchill. The Embassy had wartime building for 

SpdC.£y f- 

the extra office g e a pag e it needed. x t was referred to by those who were off iced there as 
"the chewing-gum factory" and I told the guards at the doot for whom I had birds, they 
phoned, and those customers came down and picked hp what they’d ordered. I remember that 
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the assistant agricultural attache#, a Wl£shman named Williams, was se impressed that 
tAJhen one of Britain's top poultry experts came to the ,IE for an inspection of the more 
famous breeding farms Williams brought him and his ie wfire and daughter up the very 
day he got to Washington. Later, when this expert filed his reporff and Williams got a 
copy, he showed it to me but because of all things it was classified! he could not give 
me a copy. Of all the places that expert visited in a month he had the belief that we 
had the finest quality. I remember that the little girl 1 s name was (iwineth. 

Most of our French customers and the mmbassador jwas , tooy were housed in the 
military and intelligence offices oji a northwest comer at about 18 and H NW. Most of 
those customers were in economic intelligehce. I delivered to the military or air attache, 
a general, at his home. Hot know$ng I still remember /ome of the Frenfah I'd almost never 
had any use for when he answered the door he told his wife thaf’le raconteur” was there. 

She used to question me and I’d respond^and that is why he gave me that nickname* 

Arthur Goldberg, later a J uctiee , ^ used to answer the door himself unless I was 
there before he awakened or was away. got uo early --e^d answered the door with the H.X. 

n. '• C? 

i imes often in his hands, in his robe. His was one of my earlier stops and it was not 
much after B when I was there. 

r .lived near the Fulton Lewis, *2r./s, also., a customer. Fulton had seen me delivering 

. ( HiiifilckJ ( € a Ifrj 

xs his^ building, which was next to that of the Cummings office People seeing what X was 
delivering and being told about it was how our business grew 0 

Another of our better-known customers was Jean -^ixon. I delivered to her Dupont Circle 

home and later that day saw her in her real estate office on 17 near K, NW, when ehe gave 

; 

me her next week^s order. Despite her crystal-ball reputation, she often did not remember 
whether she needed more eggs or even whether or not she'd paid me for the previous month, 
(^lite a few p^ad me monthly.) When I knew her that crystal ball failed her. Once one of 
her real-estate salesman (whose brother was a customer and a freind) came up for me to 
take him around and show him properties I thfeught^good buys or good investments. I spent 
a day doing that, they bought nothing, and if hjtey' d just bought what 1 showed them they of 
have made millions in a very short while. I mean millions literally. I showed them farms 
that with the buildings could have been bi g i m rTought for as little as an acre and before 
many months the prices were in the thousands per acre. 

On occasion our bferds were used for special occasions. One I* if return to was by 
the<3ohn Dulleses when he was Secretary of State. Another and. a quite unexpected ond was 
by the wife of the Hew Zealand ambassador when, unexpec^edl^^she was called on to serve 
the bigshots gathered for the organixational meetings oc the SEATO, the Southeast As ia 
Treaty Organization. She was in the Met kitchen agonoziyg over her problem when I entered 
it., tier cookjfer, and Austrian woman named Hosie, ^ajgve me an inquiring look, I nodded my 

head, I had some extras, and -“ady nnow-Monroe was. ecstatic the next Wednesday, her party 
had been such a great success because all those j»o^xl^ikee^what she served so much. 


A 



